






150

107) Petaurista petaurista (Pallas, 1766)

Common Names
Red Giant Flying Squirrel (English); Rato Rajpankhi 
Lokharke (Nepali)

Synonyms
Sciurus petaurista (Pallas, 1766); Pteromys albiventer 
(Gray, 1834); Pteromys inornatus (Geoffroy, 1844); 
Pteromys birrelli, Pteromys fulvinus (Wroughton, 
1911)

Species Description
Chestnut-red body with long slender tail which 
is not bushy. Rounded head and flesh-coloured 
nostrils. Belly is buff, and feet are black and furred 
although the soles are naked. 

Species Ecology
The Red Giant Flying Squirrel occurs in temperate 
forests, boreal scrub forests, rocky areas, mountain 
peaks and plantations. This species feeds mainly on 
fruits and berries.

Little is known about the reproductive parameters 
of the species.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of a broad distribution across 
Nepal and presence within several protected areas.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 

size of this species in Nepal.

National Distribution
This species has been reported from Annapurna 
Conservation Area, Bardia National Park, Chitwan 
National Park, Langtang National Park, Makalu Barun 
National Park, Rara National Park and most districts 
of the Terai and mid and high hills of central and 
eastern Nepal. 

Distribution outside Nepal
Afghanistan, Brunei Darussalam, China, India, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand.
 
Main Threats
•	 Poaching for fur and pet trade.
•	 Habitat loss.

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008,  

Nepal Red List of Mammals Field Technicians Workshop 2010.
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108) Rattus nitidus (Hodgson, 1845)

Common Names
Himalayan Field Rat (English); Himali Khetmuso 
(Nepali)

Synonyms
Mus horeites, Mus nitidus, Mus pyctoris (Hodgson, 
1845); Mus aequicaudalis (Hodgson, 1849); Mus 
guhai (Nath, 1952)

Species Description
Small commensal hill rat, dark grey-brown fur above 
and dull grey or pale below. Its back has a dark  
mid-dorsal patch or line. The short guard hairs do 
not protrude out of the contour hairs, giving it a 
much sleeker look than other rats. Feet yellow or 
white, tail dark and naked, longer than the head and 
body. Six pairs of mammae, thereby distinguishing it 
from Rattus rattus.

Species Ecology
The Himalayan Field Rat occurs near human  
settlements and in temperate broad leaved and 
tropical montane forests. 

Breeding season for this species is between March 
and November with an average litter size of eight 
young and two or three litters per year.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of its wide distribution across 
Nepal, presence in several protected areas and 
assumed large population. 

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal.

National Distribution
This species occurs across Nepal and within the 
protected areas of Annapurna Conservation Area, 
Dhorpatan Hunting Reserve, Kanchanjunga Con-
servation Area, Langtang National Park, Shivapuri 
Nagarjun National Park, Sagarmatha National Park, 
Khaptad National Park, Rara National Park and 
Shey Phoksundo National Park and the districts of 
Lalitpur, Nuwakot, Kathmandu and 
Makwanpur.

Distribution outside Nepal
Bhutan, China, India, Myanmar, Thailand, Viet Nam.

Main Threats
•	 Habitat loss and degradation.

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008, Smith and Xie 2008.
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109) Rattus norvegicus (Berkenhout, 1769)

Common Names
Brown Rat (English); Khairo Dhanchari (Nepali)

Synonyms 
Rattus caraco (Pallas, 1779); Rattus caspius (Oken, 
1816); Rattus decimallus (Pallas, 1779)

Species Description
A large dark brown rat with lighter underparts and 
feet, small ears and a tail shorter than the head and 
body. 

Species Ecology
The Brown Rat occurs in several forest types  
including tropical and subtropical dry deciduous 
forests, mixed and pine forests, disturbed forest 
areas and urban areas.

Little is known about the reproductive parameters 
of the species.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of its wide distribution,  
occurrence within protected areas and presumed 
large population.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 

size of this species in Nepal.

National Distribution
This species occurs across Nepal, including within 
protected areas: Annapurna Conservation Area, 
Dhorpatan Hunting Reserve, Khaptad National Park, 
Langtang National Park, Rara National Park, Shey 
Phoksundo National Park and Shivapuri Nagarjun 
National Park. 

Distribution outside Nepal
China, Japan, Russian Federation. 

Main Threats
Unknown.

References
Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008.

110) Rattus pyctoris (Hodgson, 1845)
 
Common Names
Himalayan Rat (English); Turkistane Muso (Nepali)

Synonyms
Rattus rattoides (Hodgson, 1845); Rattus  
turkestanicus (Satunin, 1903)
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Species Description
Dorsal fur steely-grey. Ventrum pure white. Tail is 
bicoloured and longer than head and body length. 

Species Ecology
The Himalayan Rat occurs in montane habitats and 
rocky areas such as inland cliffs, mountain peaks and 
cultivated lands.

Little is known about the reproductive parameters 
of the species.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of a wide distribution, 
presumed large population, occurrence within  
protected areas and because it is unlikely to be 
declining at the rate required to qualify for a 
threatened category.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal.

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Molur et al. 2005, Smith and Xie 2008, Baral and Shah 2008.

111) Rattus rattus (Linnaeus, 1758)

Common Names
Black Rat (English); Ghar Muso (Nepali)

Synonyms
Mus rattus (Linnaeus, 1758); Mus indicus (Desmarest, 
1832); Mus asiaticus (Gray, 1837); Mus rufescens (Gray, 
1837); Mus flavescens (Elliot, 1839); Mus brunneus 
(Hodgson, 1845); Mus ceylonus, Mus kandianus, Mus 
tetragonurus, Rattus rattus ceylonus (Kelaart, 1850); 
Mus arboreus (Horsfield, 1851); Mus nemoralis (Blyth, 
1851); Mus crassipes (Blyth, 1859); Mus (Leggada) 
andamensis, Rattus rattus andamensis (Blyth, 1860); 
Mus infralineatus (nom. nud.) (Blyth, 1863); Mus 
kandianus (emend.) (Kelaart, 1867); Mus atratus, Mus 

National Distribution
This species is widespread in Nepal and occurs 
within the protected areas: Annapurna Conservation 
Area, Shey-Phoksundo National Park, Dhorpatan 
Hunting Reserve, Langtang National Park,  
Sagarmatha National Park and Shivapuri Nagarjun 
National Park.

Distribution outside Nepal
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, 
Islamic Republic of Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Myanmar, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan.

Main Threats
•	 There are no major threats to this widespread 

and adaptable species.

flebilis, Mus pulliventer, Rattus rattus flebilis (Miller, 
1902); Mus atridorsum (Miller, 1903); Epimys kelaarti 
(Wroughton, 1915); Rattus rattus girensis (Hinton, 
1918)
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Species Description
A medium-sized dark brown rat. Colour slightly  
variable. It is characterised by flat spines in its dorsal 
fur. 

Species Ecology
The Black Rat is highly adaptable and is found in 
almost all habitats except cold deserts.

This species lives up to four years (in captivity). 
Females become sexually mature at approximately 
three months and after a gestation period of 22 
days produce a litter of around seven young. They 
are capable of having four litters per year with the 
interval between litters at one month.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of it’s wide distribution, 
occurrence in protected areas, high adaptability and 
broad habitat use, assumed large population and 
because the population is unlikely to be declining 
quickly enough for this species to be considered for 
a more threatened category.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 

size of this species in Nepal but it is assumed to be 
abundant and is considered a pest.

National Distribution
This species is wide spread across Nepal and present 
within the protected areas of Annapurna  
Conservation Area, Bardia National Park, Langtang 
National Park, Makalu Barun National Park, 
Parsa Wildlife Reserve, Sagarmatha National Park, 
Shivapuri Nargarjun National Park, Shuklaphanta 
Wildlife Reserve and the districts of Bhaktapur, Ilam, 
Kaski, Kathmandu, Lalitpur, Myagdi, Nawalparasi, 
Nuwakot, Sankhuwasabha and Sindhupalchok. 

Distribution outside Nepal
India, Pakistan. This species has been introduced 
worldwide.

Main Threats
•	 This species has no major threats, it is a target 

of pest control but this is not considered to be 
having a significant impact on the population.

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008, Weigl 2005, de Magalhaes et al. 2009.

112) Soriculus nigrescens (Gray, 1842)

Common Names
Sikkim Large-Clawed Shrew (English); Himali 
Chhuchundro (Nepali)

Species Description
A large shrew with a short tail, large feet and claws. 

Species Ecology
The Sikkim Large-Clawed Shrew is found in mixed 
deciduous-coniferous forests, conifer-rhododendron 
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forests, alpine zone and bare rocky areas. The main 
diet consists of insects and earthworms obtained 
from leaf litter and humus layer.

Breeding season for this species is from April to 
June. 

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of its wide distribution and 
occurrence within a number of protected areas.

Legal status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal.

National Distribution
This species is widely distributed across Nepal  
and has been recorded in the protected areas of 
Annapurna Conservation Area, Langtang National 
Park, Makalu Barun National Park, Rara National Park 
and Shivapuri Nagarjun National Park.
 
Distribution outside Nepal
Bhutan, China, India.

Main Threats
•	 Habitat loss.

113) Suncus murinus  (Linnaeus, 1766)

Common Names
House Shrew (English); Ghar Chuchundro (Nepali)

Synonyms
Sorex murinus (Linnaeus, 1766); Sorex indicus ( 
Geoffroy, I., 1811); Sorex sonerratii (Geoffroy, I., 
1827); Sorex giganteus, Sorex serpentarius (Geoffroy, 
I., 1831); Sorex nemorivagus, Sorex soccatus, Suncus 
murinus soccatus (Hodgson, 1845); Sorex griffithi, 
Suncus murinus griffithi (Horsfield, 1851); Sorex 
kandianus, Suncus murinus kandianus (Kelaart, 1852); 
Sorex heterodon, Sorex kelaarti (Blyth,1855); Sorex 
saturatior, Suncus murinus saturatior (Hodgson,1855); 
Sorex tytleri, Suncus murinus tytleri, Sorex viridiscens 
(Blyth, 1859); Crocidura (Pachyura) ceylanica, 
Crocidura (Pachyura) media, Crocidura (Pachyura) 
waldemarii (Peters, 1870); Crocidura (Pachyura) 
blanfordii (Anderrson, 1877); Suncus murinus 
blanfordii (Anderson, 1877); Crocidura (Pachyura) 
blythii, Crocidura (Pachyura) fulvocinerea, Suncus 

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Stone 1995, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008, Smith and Xie 2008.
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murinus fulvocinereus, Crocidura (Pachyura) pealana, 
Crocidura (Pachyura) sindensis, Crocidura (Pachyura) 
rubicunda (Anderson, 1877); Crocidura andersoni 
(Trouessart, 1879); Crocidura beddomei, Sorex  
beddomei (Anderson, 1881)

Species Description
Grey-brown coat. Short, thick tail with a few bristles 
and large pink ears. 

Species Ecology
The House Shrew occurs in and around human  
settlements, grasslands, scrub and forests. It feeds 
on grains and lives easily around human settle-
ments. Little is known about the reproductive 
parameters of the species.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of its wide distribution across 
Nepal, occurrence within several protected areas 
and ability to live successfully within and around 
human settlements. 

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size
There is no known information on the population 
size of this species but it is considered to be one of 
the most common shrews in Nepal.

National Distribution
This species is widely distributed across Nepal and 
occurs within the protected areas of Annapurna 
Conservation Area, Langtang National Park, Makalu 
Barun National Park, Rara National Park and Shukla 
Phanta Wildlife Reserve.

Distribution outside Nepal
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei Darus-
salam, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Singapore, Sri 
Lanka, Taiwan Province of China, Thailand, Viet Nam.

Main Threats
•	 Persecution and pest control.

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Baral and Shah 2008.

114) Tamiops macclellandii (Horsfield, 
1840)

Common Names
Himalayan Striped Squirrel (English); Himali Dharke 
Lokharke (Nepali)

Synonyms
Sciurus macclellandii, Sciurus mcclellandi (Horsfield, 
1840); Sciurus pembertonii (Blyth, 1842); Sciurus 
macclellandi manipurensis (Bonhote, 1900)

Species Description
Grey-brown coat with black, brown and buff stripes 
on its back.

Species Ecology
The Himalayan Striped Squirrel occurs in subtropical 
dry deciduous forests in mountains above 700 m. It 
can be found in association with humans in fruit tree 
and coconut palm plantations.
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Little is known about the reproductive parameters 
of the species.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of its wide distribution,  
presumed large population, presence within 
protected areas and because it is unlikely to be 
declining fast enough to qualify for listing in a more 
threatened category.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal.

National Distribution
This species is distributed across Nepal and within 
the protected areas of Annapurna Conservation 
Area, Makalu Barun National Park, Rara National Park 
and may be present within the Dhorpatan Hunting 
Reserve though this needs further confirmation.

Distribution outside Nepal
Bhutan, Cambodia, China, India, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Thailand, Viet Nam.

Main Threats
Unknown.

115) Tatera indica (Hardwicke, 1807)

Common Names
Indian Gerbil (English); Uphrane Muso (Nepali)

Synonyms
Dipus indicus (Hardwicke, 1807); Gerbillus cuvieri 
(Waterhouse, 1838); Gerbillus otarius (Cuvier, 1838); 
Gerbillus harwickei, Tatera indica hardwickei (Gray, 
1843); Tatera ceylonica, Tatera indica ceylonica 
(Wroughton, 1906); Tatera dunni, Tatera sherrini 
(Wroughton, 1917)

Species Description
A large biscuit-coloured rodent with a white chest, 
throat and belly. Tail is cream along the sides and 
grey on top and bottom, ending in a tuft of  
black-brown hairs. It is distinguished from other 
gerbils by long, naked ears and naked soles. It has 
well-developed hind feet that are pale in front. 

Species Ecology
The Indian Gerbil occurs in open plains and  
agricultural fields, tropical and subtropical dry 
deciduous forests, scrub forests, grasslands and 
rocky areas. The diet of the Indian Gerbil consists of 
grain, roots, leaves and grass. 

Little is known about the reproductive behaviour of 

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008, Smith and Xie 2008.

this species.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
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Least Concern in view of its wide distribution,  
presumed large population, and because it is 
unlikely to be declining fast enough to qualify for  
a more threatened category.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal.

National Distribution
This species is distributed across the southern 

border of Nepal and present within the protected 
areas of Bardia National Park, Chitwan National Park, 
Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve and Shukla Phanta 
Wildlife Reserve. 

Distribution outside Nepal
Afghanistan, India, Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, 
Kuwait, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Turkey.

Main Threats
Unknown.

References
Prater 1971, Harrison and Bates 1991, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008.

116) Vandeleuria oleracea (Bennett, 1832)

Common Names
Asiatic Long-tailed Climbing Mouse (English); 
Lampuchhre Rookhmuso (Nepali)

Synonyms
Vandeleuria nilagirica nolthenii, Vandeleuria oleracea 
nolthenii (Phillips, 1929)

Species Description
Medium-sized mouse with a very long tail. Overall 
body colour is light brown with off-white  
underparts.

Species Ecology
This species occurs in dry deciduous forests, moist 
deciduous forests, temperate forests, open forests, 
grasslands and scrub and montane wet zones. 

Females have litters of between three and six young. 

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of its wide distribution, 
presumed large population and occurrence within 
protected areas and because it is unlikely to be 
declining fast enough to qualify for listing in a more 

threatened category.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal.
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Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Viet Nam.

Main Threats
Unknown.

References
Prater 1971, Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008.

DATA DEFICIENT

National Distribution
This species is widespread across Nepal and within 
the Terai protected areas and the districts of Kath-
mandu and Sindu Palchok. 

Distribution outside Nepal
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, India, 

117) Alticola roylei  (Gray, 1842)

Common Names
Royle’s Mountain Vole (English); Pahadi  
Ghansemuso (Nepali)

Synonyms
Arvicola roylei (Gray 1842); Alticola roylei cautus 
(Hinton 1926)

Species Description
Rufous-brown animal, pale yellow on the sides,  
pale brown below, brown tail, ears projecting  
above the fur.

Species Ecology
The Royle’s Mountain Vole occurs at elevations 
above 3,000 m in grasslands, open uplands and 
rocky ground covered in coarse grass.

Conservation Status
Global: Near Threatened
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal. Further information may qualify this species 
for a threatened category as its extent of  
occurrence is estimated to be less than 20,000 km² 
and is restricted to two fragmented locations.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Distribution
This species occurs within Annapurna Conservation 
Area and Langtang National Park.

Distribution outside Nepal
India.

References
Prater 1971, Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Baral and Shah 2008.



160

118) Alticola stoliczkanus (Blanford, 1875)

Common Names
Stoliczka’s Mountain Vole (English); Stolizkako 
Ghansemuso (Nepali)

Synonyms
Arvicola stoliczkanus (Blanford, 1875); Alticola 
stracheyi (Thomas, 1880); Microtus acrophilus, Alticola 
stoliczkanus acrophilus (Miller, 1899)

Species Description
Bright rufous-brown vole with white or grey  
underparts.

Species Ecology
Stoliczka’s Mountain Vole is found in montane areas, 
where it inhabits temperate forests, the upper limits 
of coniferous forests, scrublands, semi-arid and arid 
grasslands and rocky areas to the edge of the snow 
line. It feeds on grass and alpine herbs. 

This species breeds twice a year with a litter size of 
four or five young.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient 
information available to make an accurate assess-
ment of the extinction risk of this species in Nepal. 
It may qualify for a threatened category as its extent 
of occurrence is suspected to be less than 5,000 km², 
and it is restricted to a few locations. However as it 
also occurs within neighbouring China, there is a 

chance of migration and recolonisation.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Distribution
This species occurs within Makalu Barun National 
Park and Sagamartha National Park. 

Distribution outside Nepal
China, India.

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Molur et al. 2005, Smith and Xie 2008, Baral and Shah 2008.

119) Apodemus pallipes (Barrett-Hamilton, 
1900)

Common Names
Ward’s Field Mouse, Himalayan Field Mouse  
(English); Wardko Khetmuso (Nepali)

Synonyms
Apodemus wardi (Wroughton, 1908)
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Species Description
Dorsal pelage pale rufescent, long semi-naked tail, 
presence of a dorsal darker stripe and sharp pointed 
muzzle. 

Species Ecology
Ward’s Field Mouse occurs at high elevation  
coniferous and rhododendron forests.
 
Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Distribution
This species occurs in north west Nepal and within 
protected areas of Annapurna Conservation Area 
and Shey Phoksundo National Park. 

Distribution outside Nepal
Afghanistan, China, India, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, 
Tajikistan.

120) Bandicota maxima (Pradhan et al., 
1993)

Common Names
Giant Bandicoot-Rat (English); Raja Dhademuso 
(Nepali)

Synonyms
Mus gigantean (Hardwicke, 1804)

Species Description
A large dark-brown rat with dark thick coarse hairs 
all over the body.  Underside is light grey. Has a long 
elongated face, pointed muzzle and roundish pink 
ears. Tail is almost naked and lighter than the body, 
feet are pink. 

Species Ecology
The Giant Bandicoot-Rat occurs in and near human 
settlements. 

Conservation Status
Global: Not Evaluated
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  

assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.
 
 
 

References
Baral and Shah 2008, Smith and Xie 2008.
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Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973).

National Distribution
This species occurs in lowlands of eastern Nepal, 

possibly including within the Koshi Tappu Wildlife 
Reserve, however this needs confirmation.
 
Distribution outside Nepal
India.

121) Belomys pearsonii (Gray, 1842) 

Common Names
Hairy-footed Flying Squirrel (English); Jhuse  
Rajpankhi Lokharke (Nepali)

Synonyms
Sciuropetrus villosus (Blyth, 1847); Sciuropetus 
pearsonii, Trogopterus pearsonii (Gray, 1842); Belomys 
trichotis, Belomys pearsonii trichotis, Trogopterus 
pearsonii trichotis (Thomas, 1908)

Species Description
Top of body dark to red-brown, grizzled with hairs 
white-tipped and white at the bottom. Parachute 
evidently darker than the sides, mostly black. 

Species Ecology
The Hairy-footed Flying Squirrel may be confined to 
forested areas. The main sources of food are leaves, 
fruits, nuts, other plant material and insects.

Conservation Status
Global: Data Deficient
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Distribution
This species occurs from a single location within 

Rara National Park, one of the smallest protected 
areas having an area of only 106 km2. Previously 
recorded in Chitwan National Park. 

Distribution outside Nepal
Bhutan, China, India, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Taiwan 
Province of China, Thailand, Viet Nam.

Main Threats
•	 Habitat loss. 
•	 Forest fires. 
•	 Monoculture plantations. 
•	 Hunting for local consumption. 

References
Duff and Lawson 2004, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008.

References
Lee and Liao 1998, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008, Smith and Xie 2008.
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122) Cannomys badius (Hodgson, 1841)

Common Names
Bay Bamboo Rat, Lesser Bamboo Rat (English);  
Sano Tame Bansmuso (Nepali)

Synonyms
Rhizomys badius (Hodgson, 1841)

Species Description
Rufous body, blunt face and a short tail. Has dense, 
soft fur that hangs like a cloak over body. Small eyes 
and ears. 

Species Ecology
The Bay Bamboo Rat occurs in montane temperate 
forests and subtropical bamboo forests. The Bay 
Bamboo Rat feeds mainly on young roots and 
shoots of bamboo. This species reaches sexual  
maturity at approximately one year and after a 
gestation period of 40 to 43 days, produces litters  
of four to five young.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas. 

National Distribution
This species is distributed across eastern and central 
Nepal and within the protected areas of Chitwan 
National Park and Makalu Barun National Park. It 
may also be present in Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve 
and Sagarmatha National Park however these sites 
need further verification. 

Distribution outside Nepal
Cambodia, India, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand, Viet 
Nam.

Main Threats
•	 Habitat loss due to slash and burn cultivation, 

forest fires. 
•	 Hunting for subsistence. 

123) Cricetulus alticola  (Thomas, 1917)

Common Names
Ladakh Hamster, Tibetan Dwarf Hamster (English); 
Bhyatle Bhotemuso (Nepali)

Synonyms
Cricetulus alticola tibetanus (Thomas and Hinton, 
1922)

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008, Smith and Xie 2008.
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Species Description 
Grey body above, underparts light grey with whitish 
hands and feet. The tail is short, and is around one 
third the length of head and body, foot is usually 
longer than the ear. 

Species Ecology
The Ladakh Hamster occurs in coniferous and birch 
forests, desert steppe, shrub land and swampy 
highland meadows feeding on grains and insects.  

The species produces five to ten young per litter. 

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal. Further information may qualify this species 
for a threatened category in view of an extent of 
occurrence likely to be less than 20,000 km².

References
Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008, Smith and Xie 2008.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within a protected area.

National distribution
This species occurs in the Trans-Himalayan area, 
Shey-Phoksundo National Park at elevations of 
approximately 4,000 m.

Distribution outside Nepal
China, India.

124) Crocidura horsfieldii (Tomes, 1856)

Common Names
Horsefield’s Shrew (English); Dhwaanse  
Chhuchundro (Nepali)

Species Description
A deep, neutral grey body above with the bottom 
portion of the hairs brown. Underparts are dark 
grey. The tail is paler above than beneath, with short 
scattered silver hairs. 

Species Ecology
The Horsefield’s Shrew occurs in tropical dry 
deciduous forests, subtropical montane forests and 
intermediate montane forests with fairly dense 
cover. 

Conservation Status
Global: Data Deficient
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  

assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.
 



165

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973).

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal.

References
Stone 1995, Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Baral and Shah 2008, Molur et al. 2005. 

125) Crocidura pergrisea  (Miller, 1913)

Common Names
Pale Grey Shrew (English); Phusre Chhuchundro 
(Nepali)

Species Description 
This medium-sized shrew is chiefly distinguished 
by its pale-grey brown dorsal pelage with the 
underparts slightly paler, with creamy slate grey 
undertones. 

Species Ecology
The Pale Grey Shrew occurs in temperate and  
montane forests and is adapted to semi-arid  
conditions. 

Conservation Status
Global: Data Deficient
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal. Further information may qualify this species 
for a threatened category in view of a small extent of 
a occurrence suspected to be less than 20,000 km².

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973).

National Distribution
This species is known to occur in the  
Trans-Himalayan area of Nepal and has been 
recorded in the districts of Humla and Mugu but has 
not been recorded within any protected areas.

Distribution outside Nepal
China, India, Sri Lanka.

National Distribution
This species occurs only in the Trans-Himalayan area 
of Nepal. 

Distribution outside Nepal
Pakistan.

References
Stone 1995, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008.
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126) Dacnomys millardi  (Thomas, 1916)

Common Names
Millard’s Rat (English); Lamadante Muso (Nepali)

Synonyms
Dacnomys wroughtoni (Thomas, 1922)

Species Description
Characterised by unusually long molar teeth. 

Species Ecology
Millard’s Rat occurs in tropical and subtropical 
montane and evergreen forests. 

Conservation Status
Global: Data Deficient
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973).

National Distribution
The species has a small distribution in eastern  

Nepal in the districts of Ilam, Panchthar, Terathum 
and southern parts of Sankhuwasabha.

Distribution outside Nepal
China, India, Lao PDR, Viet Nam.

References
Duff and Lawson 2004, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008.

127) Diomys crumpi (Thomas, 1917)

Common Names
Crump’s Mouse (English); Krampko Muso (Nepali)

Species Description
Back black-grey, the middle dorsal area sometimes 
darker than the head and shoulders, rump generally 
black. White feet. Tail black above and whitish below. 

Species Ecology
Crump’s Mouse occurs in tropical evergreen,  
temperate broad leaved and moist deciduous 
forests. 

Conservation Status
Global: Data Deficient

National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.
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Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). 
 
National Distribution
This species has a small distribution in Nepal with 
records from the south east corner of the country 
and a single location in the west. It has not been 
recorded within protected areas and its distribution 

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008.

128) Episoriculus macrurus  
(Blanford, 1888)

Common Names
Arboreal Brown-toothed Shrew, Long-tailed  
Mountain Shrew (English);  
Lampuchhre Pahadi Chhuchundro (Nepali)

Species Description
A large brown shrew with a long tail and whitish 
underparts. 

Synonyms
Sorex macrurus (Hodgson, 1863); Soriculus macrurus 
(Blanford, 1888)

Species Ecology
This species occurs in temperate forests.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). 

National Distribution
This species occurs across central and eastern Nepal 
between elevations of 1,560 m and 4,300 m. 

Distribution outside Nepal
China, India, Myanmar, Viet Nam.

Main threats
•	 Habitat loss and degradation.

in Nepal is not well known.

Distribution outside Nepal
India, Myanmar. 

Main Threats
•	 Habitat loss.
•	 Human encroachment.
•	 Forest fires.

References
Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008.
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129) Euroscaptor micrura (Hodgson, 1841)

Common Names
Himalayan Mole (English); Himali Sunguremuso 
(Nepali)

Species Description
Covered in dense black velvety fur with the only  
exposed parts being its pink nose-pad and large 
pink shovel-like forefeet, which are used for  
tunnelling. Its fur is pliable and can lie in any  
direction, helping it to move in low burrows.  
The tail is short. 

Species Ecology
The Himalayan Mole occurs in subtropical and 
tropical montane forests, living in leaf litter and 
rocky, gravelly areas feeding on worms and insects. 
The presence of the species can be recorded by the 
observation of characteristic molehills - several of 
which can be seen in areas inhabited by the species.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient infor-
mation available to make an accurate assessment of 
the extinction risk of this species in Nepal. Despite a 
wide distribution and occurrence within protected 
areas, it never occurs in large numbers and it still  
suffers from various threats. This species may 
qualify as Vulnerable, however further information is 
needed on its distribution and population status.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 

(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Distribution
This species is sparsely distributed across Nepal 
and present within the protected areas of Chitwan 
National Park, Makalu-Barun National Park, Rara 
National Park and Sagamartha National Park.
 
Distribution outside Nepal
Bhutan, China, India, Malaysia.

Main Threats
•	 Habitat loss and degradation.
•	 Persecution.

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008, Hem Sagar Baral (pers.obs.) 2009.
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130) Hystrix brachyura  (Linnaeus, 1758)

Common Names
Himalayan Crestless Porcupine (English); Malaya 
Dumsi (Nepali)

Synonyms
Acanthion hodgsonii, Hystrix hodgsonii, Hystrix 
hodgsoni hodgsoni (Gray, 1847); Hystrix alophus 
(Hodgson, 1847); Hystrix bengalensis (Blyth, 1851); 
Hystrix subcristata (Swinehoe, 1870); Acanthion  
millsi (Thomas, 1922)

Species Description
Shorter dorsal crest than the Indian Crested  
Procupine. Small, barely visible tail. Quills begin after 
the forelegs and stretch to the rump. Quills are white 
with one dark band. Smaller than the Indian Crested 
Porcupine with a longer face. 

Species Ecology
The Himalayan Crestless Porcupine is able to live in 
a variety of habitats including arid rocky hillsides, 
temperate forests, subtropical and tropical montane 
forests, riverines and gullies. This species feeds on 
grass roots, shoots and carcasses.
 
The Himalayan Crestless Porcupine has a gestation 
period of approximately four months after which a 
litter of one to two young is produced. Porcupines 
are one of the longest lived rodents with average 
longevity 12 to 15 years with the longest record of 
27 years in captivity. 

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.
 
Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 

(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Distribution
This species has a broad range in central and eastern 
Nepal, possibly west Nepal, within protected areas 
Langtang National Park, Makalu Barun National 
Park, Sagarmatha National Park Shivapuri Nagarjun 
National Park and districts of Ilam, Panchthar, 
Taplejung and Sankhuwasabha. 

Distribution outsode of Nepal
Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand, Viet Nam.

Main threats
•	 Hunting for subsistence.
•	 Habitat loss.

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Nowak 1999, Ernst 2003, Molur et al. 2005, Wiegal 2005, 
Nepal Red List of Mammals Field Technicians Workshop 2010, Baral and Shah 2008.
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131) Hystrix indica  (Kerr, 1792)

Common Names
Indian Crested Porcupine (English); Jure Dumsi 
(Nepali)

Synonyms
Hystrix cristata var. indica (Kerr, 1792); Hystrix leucurus 
(Sykes, 1831); Hystrix zeylonensis (Blyth, 1851); Hystrix 
malabarica (Sclatter, 1865); Hystrix hirustirostris  
blanfordi (Muller, 1911); Hystrix cuneiceps 
(Wroughton, 1912)

Species Description
Larger of the two species of porcupine in Nepal. 
Quills start on forehead and run along the dorsal, 
two or more dark bands alternate with white on the 
quills. Smalll white patch on throat. 

Species Ecology
The Indian Crested Porcupine is a versatile species, 
able to occupy a broad range of habitats including 
rocky hillsides, shrublands, grasslands, forests, 
agricultural lands, scrub and light open forests 
close to cultivation and human settlements. The 
Indian Crested Porcupine is a generalist forager that 
exploits a wide variety of cultivated and wild plants 
including potatoes, maize, beans, roots and shoots.

This species has been recorded to live up to 27 years 
(in captivity). Gestation period is approximately four 
months with a litter size of two young. 

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.
 

National Population Size 
There are no population estimates available for this 
species in Nepal, however current observations may 
suggest that this species is in decline and rarer than 
previously thought. 

National Distribution
This species is widespread across Nepal and occurs 
within the protected areas of Bardia National Park, 
Chitwan National Park, Parsa Wildlife Reserve, Shukla 
Phanta Wildlife Reserve and districts of Bajhang, 
Bajura, Banke, Bardia, Chitwan, Doti, Kailali,  
Kanchanpur, Nawalparasi, Parbat and Rupandehi.
 
Distribution outside Nepal
Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, China, Georgia, 
India, Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq,  Israel, Jordan, 
Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, Turkey, 
Turkmenistan, Yemen.

Main Threats
•	 Hunting for subsistence. 
•	 Habitat loss.
•	 Persecution due to crop damage.

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Molur et al. 2005, Wiegal 2005, Baral and Shah 2008, 

de Magalhaes et al. 2009, Nepal Red List of Mammals Field Technicians Workshop 2010. 
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References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Tsytsulina et al. 2008, Baral and Shah 2008.

132) Marmota bobak  (Muller, 1776)
 
Common names
Bobak Marmot (English); Phyaumuso (Nepali)

Synonyms
Arctomys himalayanus, Marmota bobak himalayana 
(Hodgson, 1841); Arctomys Hemachalanus, Arctomys 
hemachalana (Hodgson, 1843); Arctomys tibetanus 
(Gray, 1847)

Species Description
Mature marmots are straw to rusty coloured with 
dark brown hair tips, top of the head darker. The tip 
of the tail is usually dark brown. Round stomach, 
stubby legs, short tail, short and dense coat. 

Species Ecology
The Bobak Marmot occurs in steppe habitats,  
including lowland, mixed grass, arid and steppes, 
with a diet mainly consisting of bulbs, flowers and 
shoots of grasses.
 
This species reproduces once a year with litter size  
of four to seven young. 

Conservation Status
Global: Data Deficient
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.
 

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Distribution
This species occurs along the northern border of 
Nepal and present within the protected areas of 
Annapurna Conservation Area, Kanchenjunga  
Conservation Area, Langtang National Park,  
Sagarmatha National Park and Shey Phoksundo 
National Park. 

Distribution outside of Nepal
Kazakhstan, Russian Federation, Ukraine.

133) Mus cookii  (Ryley, 1914)

Common Names
Cook’s Mouse (English); Kookko Muso (Nepali)

Synonyms 
Mus famulus cooki (sic) (Ryley, 1914); Leggada 
nagarum, Mus cervicolor nagarum, Paruromys 
dominator (Thomas, 1921); Leggada palnica, Mus 
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cervicolor palnica (Thomas, 1924)

Species Description
Large mouse with large eyes and relatively small 
ears, tail is shorter in length than the head and body. 
The fur is spiny and brown-grey on the back, grey 
tipped with buff on the belly. 

Species Ecology
Cook’s Mouse occurs in forests and grasslands. 

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species 
in Nepal. This species has a small distribution and 
further information on distribution may qualify it  
for a threatened category.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973).

National Distribution
This species has a small distribution in Ilam district 
in south east Nepal. 

Distribution outside Nepal
Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, Lao PDR,  
Myanmar, Thailand, Viet Nam.

References
Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008.

134) Mus phillipsi  (Wroughton, 1912)

Common Names
Wroughton’s Small Spiny Mouse (English);  
Khakirange Muso (Nepali)

Synonyms
Leggada siva (Thomas and Ryley 1912); Mus  
cervicolor ssp. phillipsi (Wroughton, 1912); Leggada 
surkha (Wroughton & Ryley 1913)

Species Description
Small mouse. Brown-black coarse hairs on back, 
interspersed with individual silver-grey hairs with 
long brown tips. Ventral side pure white. Under-fur 
of short colourless hairs. White hands and feet. Tail 
same colour as back with short bristly hairs. 

Species Ecology
Wroughton’s Small Spiny Mouse occurs in  
grasslands, forests, areas of sparse vegetation,  
rocky areas, scrub, bush and dry forest patches. 

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973).

National Distribution
The presence and distribution of this species in 
Nepal is not well known and needs to be confirmed. 

Distribution outside Nepal
India.

Main Threats
•	 Habitat loss.

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Molur et al. 2005.
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135) Mus platythrix  (Bennett, 1832)

Common Names
Flat-haired Mouse (English); Kande Gharmuso 
(Nepali)

Synonyms
Leggada Bahadur (Wroughton and Ryley, 1913); 
Leggada grahami, Leggada hannygtoni (Ryley, 1913)

Species Description
A large fossorial mouse with short, spiny fur, brown 
on its back and white underneath with a clear line 
separating the two regions. The tail is shorter than 
the head and body length. 

Species Ecology
The Flat-haired Mouse has a broad habitat range 
including tropical and subtropical dry deciduous, 
scrub forests, dry open areas and agricultural fields.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973).

National Distribution
This species has a small distribution in Nepal with 
reports from the district of Dang and Jhapa.

Distribution outside Nepal
India. 

Main Threats
•	 Habitat loss and degradation.
•	 General pest control.

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008.

136) Nectogale elegans (Milne-Edwards, 
1870)

Common Names
Elegant Water Shrew (English); Sundar Pani  
Chuchundro (Nepali)

Species Description
Dorsal side has slate-coloured fur with long white 
guard hairs, ventral side is without guard hairs. Tail 
is thick and black except for the stiff-haired white 
lateral fringes. Fur around the mouth is cream in 
colour.



174

Species Ecology
The Elegant Water Shrew is an aquatic species living 
in montane rivers and streams. This species feeds on 
aquatic invertebrates and small fish.
 
Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National distribution
This species occurs across Nepal in Annapurna 

Conservation Area, Makalu Barun National Park, Rara 
National Park and Sagarmatha National Park.

Distribution outside of Nepal
China, India, Myanmar.

Main Threats
•	 Loss and degradation of wetland habitats.

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Smith and Xie 2008. 

137) Neodon sikimensis (Horsfield, 1841)

Common Names
Sikkim Vole (English); Sikkime Ghansemuso (Nepali)

Synonyms
Microtus sikimensis (Horsfield, 1841); Microtus  
sikimensis, Pitymys sikimensis ssp. sikimensis  
(Hodgson, 1849); Arvicola thricolis (Gray, 1863) 
 
Species Description
Dark brown coat with a yellow tinge, underparts 
pale brown. Has large tympanic bulla.

Species Ecology
The Sikkim Vole inhabits coniferous forests. 

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.
 
 

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.
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National Distribution
This species occurs within Langtang National Park 
and Sagarmatha National Park, Makalu Barun 
National Park and areas around Kathmandu valley 

and Deosalli in Gorkha. 

Distribution outside Nepal
Bhutan, China, India.

References
Suwal and Verheught 1995, Duff and Lawson 2004, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008.

138) Niviventer fulvescens (Gray, 1847)

Common Names
Chestnut White-bellied Rat (English); Dudhebhundi 
Muso (Nepali)

Synonyms
Mus fulvescens, Rattus fulvescens (Gray, 1847); 
Mus caudatior (Hodgson, 1849); Leggada jerdoni 
(Blyth, 1863); Mus octomammis (Gray, 1863)

Species Description
Chestnut brown in colour with white underparts. 
Externally the brown back is the only thing that 
distinguishes it from other white-bellied rats (which 
have grey backs). Tail is slightly longer than the head 
and body and is covered with hairs with a paler tip. 
Some have spines in the fur, but guard hairs are 
absent. 

Species Ecology
The Chestnut White-bellied Rat occurs in forests, 
grasslands, bushlands and riverbeds. 

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is no information 
available on the population size or status of this 
species in Nepal.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Distribution
This species has a small distribution occurring in 
Langtang National Park, Annapurna Conservation 
Area, Manaslu Conservation Area, and in the districts 
of Baglung, Gorkha, Myagdi and Parbat.
 
Distribution outside Nepal
China, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Macao, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand.

Main Threats
•	 Habitat loss and degradation.

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008.
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139) Ochotona curzoniae (Hodgson, 1858)

Common Names
Plateau Pika (English); Kalomukhe Thutekharayo 
(Nepali)

Synonyms
Lagomys curzoniae, Ochotona dauurica 
curzoniae (Hodgson, 1858); Ochotona melanostoma 
(Büchner, 1890)

Species Description
Sandy brown with a distinct rust patch behind  
each ear, a black-tipped nose and black lips  
and underparts. 

Species Ecology
The Plateau Pika occurs in high alpine deserts, 
steppes and meadows. Pikas feed on grasses, sedges 
and mosses.

This species breeds during May to August producing 
two to eight young per litter and are able to have 
three to five litters per year. Generation length is 
estimated to be about one year. 

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.
 

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Distribution
This species occurs at elevations above 3,000 m in 
Nepal and within Annapurna Conservation Area and 
west across to Shey-Phoksundo National Park. 

Distribution outside Nepal
China, India.

References
Wang and Dai 1989, Smith et al. 1990, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008,  

Smith and Xie 2008, Wildlife Information Network 2009.
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140) Ochotona lama (Mitchell & Punzo, 1975)

Common Names
Lama’s Pika (English); Lama Thute Kharayo (Nepali)

Species Description
Brown-ochre fur interdispersed with black hairs, 
flanks straw grey, belly slightly yellow. Ears have a 
small white margin and a black spot at their apex. 
Vibrissae are black basally and white apically. Base 
of all the hairs are black. Feet are yellow-ochre with 
black soles. 

Species Ecology
The habitat and ecology of this species is not well 
known.

Conservation status
Global: Not Evaluated
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient 
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal. The taxonomy of this species is debatable as 
some consider this only a subspecies of Ochotona 
roylei. 

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within a protected area.

National Distribution
This species was first described in Nepal by Mitchell 
and Punzo (1975). It has been recorded from Lupra, 
Bathang and Jomsom of Mustang District.
 
Distribution outside Nepal
Unknown.

References
Mitchell and Punzo 1975, Inskipp 1988, Baral and Shah 2008.

141) Ochotona macrotis (Günther, 1875)

Common Names
Large-eared Pika (English); Lamkane Thutekharayo 
(Nepali)

Synonyms
Lagomys macrotis (Gunther, 1875); Lagomys auritus, 
Lagomys griseus (Blanford, 1875); Ochotona roylei 
baltina (Thomas, 1922); Ochotona wollastoni 
(Thomas and Hinton 1922)

Species Description
Small pikas are often mistaken with the more 
common Royle’s Pika. Pale brown-grey with an ochre 
tinge, head and front are a paler russet, ears slightly 

broader and are made conspicuous by the long hairs 
inside them. 

Species Ecology
The Large-eared Pika is a rock-dwelling species 
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occurring in high alpine deserts and spruce forests. 
It typically feeds on grasses, leaves, twigs, mosses, 
and lichens. 

This species usually produces two litters of two to 
three young every year after a gestation period of 
approximately one month. The longevity of this 
species is approximately three years. 

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Distribution
The Large-eared Pika occupies elevations between 
2,500 m and 6,400 m. It will occupy higher eleva-
tions when sympatric with O. roylei. It has been 
recorded in most of the protected areas along the 
northern border of Nepal.

Distribution outside Nepal
Afghanistan, Bhutan, China, India, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan.

References
Bernstein and Klevezal 1965, Smith et al. 1990, Sokolov et al. 1994,  

Gurung and Singh 1996, Baral and Shah 2008.

142) Ochotona nubrica (Thomas, 1922)

Common Names
Nubra Pika (English); Nubri Thutekharayo (Nepali)

Synonyms
Lagomys hodgsoni (Blyth, 1841); Ochotona pusilla 
nubrica (Thomas, 1922)

Species Description
Pale, sandy brown with pale grey underparts, on 
closer inspection a buff midline is visible on its belly. 
Feet are brown-grey.

Species Ecology
The Nubra Pika occurs in high elevation areas, alpine 
and subalpine desert scrub.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
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assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 

References
Smith et al. 1990, Suwal and Verheught 1995, Duff and Lawson 2004,  

Baral and Shah 2008, Smith and Xie 2008.

143) Ochotona roylei (Ogilby, 1839)

Common Names
Royle’s Pika (English); Muse Thutekharayo (Nepali)

Synonyms
Lagomys roylei (Ogilby, 1839); Lagomys nepalensis 
(Hodgson, 1841); Ochotona wardi (Bonhote, 1904); 
Ochotona angdawai (Biswas and Khajuria, 1955); 
Ochotona mitchelli (Agrawal and Chakraborty, 1971)

Species Description
Rufous grey body, chestnut head, shoulders and  
upper back. Red-purple throat and grey-white to 
dark grey underparts. Red colouration fades in 
winter. 

Species Ecology
Royle’s Pika occurs in subtropical and tropical 
montane forests and talus. Royle’s Pika exhibits a 
symbiotic relationship with the Scaly-breasted  
Wren Babbler in Nepal (Pnoepyga albiventer).

Females produce one or two litters annually with  
an average of three offspring per litter. 

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.
 

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas. 

National Population Size
There are no current population estimates of this 
species, however it is considered widespread and 
without serious threat. This is considered to be the 
most common pika species in Nepal. However there 
may be a considerable level of mis-identification and 
species may be rarer than currently considered.

National Distribution
This species has been reported from Langtang 

size of this species in Nepal. 
 
National Distribution
This species is found across northern Nepal and 
within all the protected areas along the northern 
borders.

Distribution outside Nepal
China, India.



180

References
Smith et al. 1990, Suwal and Verheught 1995, Molur et al. 2005, Khanal 2007, Baral and Shah 2008.

144) Ochotona thibetana  
(Milne-Edwards, 1871)

Common Names
Moupin Pika (English); Tibbati Thutekharayo (Nepali)

Synonyms
Lagomys thibetana (Milne-Edwards 1871);  
Ochotona tibetana (deWinton and Styan 1899); 
Ochotonahodgsoni (Bonhote 1905); Ochotona 
sikkimaria (Thomas 1922)

Species Description
Small, rich russet-brown with buff underparts, fur 
lightly speckled which continues across the throat 
like a collar. In winter colour fades to buff-brown. 

Species Ecology
The Moupin Pika occurs in bamboo, rhododhendron 
and subalpine forests at elevations of 1,500 m and 
4,100 m. 

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.
 

National Park, Rara National Park and Sagarmatha 
National Parks between elevations of 2,500 m and 
5,000 m in Nepal. 

Distribution outside Nepal
China, India, Pakistan.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Distribution
This species occurs in the Trans-Himalayan area. 

Distribution outside Nepal
Bhutan, China, India, Myanmar. 

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Baral and Shah 2008.
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145) Petaurista elegans (Müller, 1840)

Common Names
Spotted Giant Flying Squirrel (English); Thople 
Rajpankhi Lokharke (Nepali)

Synonyms
Petaurista caniceps (Gray, 1842) 

Species Description
Darker grey back and rump, flying membranes when 
contracted are dark red-brown, belly deeper red and 
tail black. Slight mottling effect in the fur with black 
hairs intermixed with the red-brown. Edges of the 
flying membrane are white. 

Species Ecology
The Spotted Giant Flying Squirrel occurs in  
oak-rhododendron forests, temperate and  
coniferous forests and it nests in tree hollows. 

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

146) Petaurista magnificus (Hodgson, 
1836)

Common Names
Hodgson’s Giant Flying Squirrel (English);  
Sundark Rajpankhi Lokharke (Nepali)

Synonyms
Sciuropterus magnificus (Hodgson, 1836)

Species Description
Colour is variable. Body, neck and head are deep 
maroon, generally with a visible yellow median line, 
commencing with a broad spot on the forehead. 

National Distribution
This species occurs within Annapurna Conservation 
Area, Makalu Barun National Park, Manaslu Conser-
vation Area and district of Gorkha. 

Distribution outside Nepal
Bhutan, China, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Thailand, Viet Nam.

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Smith and Xie 2008.

Sides of the neck and inner border of parachute are 
yellow-buff, remainder of the parachute is rufous, 
often chestnut. In other colouration phase the  
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species is lacking a median dorsal line, the body and 
the head are chestnut above, and grizzled as some 
of the longer hairs are white near the tip. Dorsal 
hairs dark, and ash coloured at the base. Feet are 
chestnut or black, tail rufous with black tip, lower 
parts pale rufous.

Species Ecology
Hodgson’s Giant Flying Squirrel occurs in subtropical 
montane forests and oak-rhododendron forests. 

Conservation Status
Global: Near threatened
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient 
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species  
in Nepal. The population in Nepal is possibly a  
subspecies of Petaurista magnificus.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008.

National Distribution
This species occurs across northern Nepal and 
within the protected areas of the Annapurna 
Conservation Area, Langtang National Park, Makalu 
Barun National Park and Rara National Park. 

Distribution outside Nepal
Bhutan, China, India.

Main Threats
•	 Habitat loss and degradation. 

147) Petaurista nobilis (Gray, 1842)

Common Names
Bhutan Giant Flying Squirrel (English); Bhutani 
Rajpankhi Lokharke (Nepali)

Synonyms
Sciuropterus nobilis (Gray, 1842); Sciuropterus 
chrysothrix (Hodgson, 1844)

Species Description
Larger and richer in colour than Hodgson’s Giant 
Flying Squirrel. Characterised by absence of pale 
mid-dorsal stripe. 

Species Ecology
The Bhutan Giant Flying Squirrel occurs in  
subtropical montane, pine and rhododendron 
forests.
 
Conservation Status
Global: Vulnerable
National: Data Deficient
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Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within a protected area.

National Population Size
The total population size of this species is not known 
but it is assumed to be declining due to habitat loss.

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008.

148) Phaiomys leucurus  (Blyth, 1863)

Common Names
Blyth’s Vole (English); Blithko Ghansemuso (Nepal)

Synonyms
Microtus leucurus (Blyth, 1863); Arvicola blythi  
(Blanford, 1875); Microtus waltoni ssp. Petulans, 
Pitymys leucurus ssp. petulans (Wroughton, 1911); 
Phaiomys everesti, Pitymys leucurus ssp. everesti 
(Thomas & Hinton, 1922)

Species Description
Colour pallid, yellow or grey, moderately thick fur 
and reduced ear size. Tail short and white in colour. 
Foot has five toes, the halux being the shortest.  
Feet are white. 

Species Ecology
Blyth’s Vole inhabits temperate forests, high, rocky 
mountains and grasslands.
 
Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal. This species may qualify for a threatened 
category in view of its restricted distribution of 
less than 5,000 km², however more information is 
required on its population and habitat status.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within a protected area.

National Distribution
This species occurs within Annurpurna Conservation 
Area and a single record  
from eastern Nepal. 

Distribution outside Nepal
China, India.

National Distribution
This species has a small distribution in Nepal occur-
ring within the Annapurna Conservation Area and 
possibly Langtang National Park. 

Distribution outside Nepal
Bhutan, India.

Main Threats
•	 Habitat loss and degradation. 
•	 Poaching for subsistence. 
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References
Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008.  

149) Rattus andamanensis (Blyth, 1860)

Common Names
Sikkim Rat (English); Sikkime Muso (Nepali)

Synonyms
Rattus remotus (Robinson & Kloss, 1914); Rattus 
sikimensis (Hinton, 1919)

Species Description
Dorsal fur and tail light orange, underparts  
white-grey. Head elongated with pink naked muzzle. 
Ears pink with white border. Tail is thick and covered 
by scanty hairs. Feet are thin and white-grey. 

Species Ecology
The Sikkim Rat occurs in agricultural lands,  
scrubland, and near human settlements. 

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species  
in Nepal.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). 

National Distribution
This species has a small distribution in the Ilam and 
Terathum districts of Nepal.
 
Distribution outside Nepal
Bhutan, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, India, Lao 
PDR, Myanmar, Thailand, Viet Nam.

References
Baral and Shah 2008, Smith and Xie 2008.

150) Sorex bedfordiae  (Thomas, 1911)

Common Names
Lesser Stripe-backed Shrew (English); Sano Dharke 
Chuchundro (Nepali)

Species Description
Slightly smaller than the Stripe-backed Shrew. Has a 
dark stripe running behind the neck, down the back 
and to the base of the tail. 
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Species Ecology
The Lesser Stripe-backed Shrew occurs in  
montane forests and alpine areas above 4,000 m 
and rhododendron-conifer zone. 

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient 
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal. Further information regarding the habitat 
status and population of this species may qualify 
this species as Vulnerable in view of an extent of 
occurrence of less than 20,000 km2.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within a protected area.

151) Sorex excelsus  (G.M. Allen, 1923)

Common Names
Highland Shrew (English)

Species Desription
A medium-sized shrew. Grey-brown above, silvery 
below. Grey on head, darker on middle of back. 
Chin white. Sharply bicolour tail, dusky above, white 
below. Backs of the feet have white hairs. 

Species Ecology
There is no information available on the ecology of 
this species.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species may occur in a protected area.

National Distribution
This species has been recorded from only two  
locations in north east Nepal; Khumjung and 
Ringmo (district of Solukhumbu). 

Distribution outside Nepal 
China, Myanmar.

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Molur et al. 2005, Smith and Xie 2008.

National Distribution
This species has been recorded from a single 
location in Sagarmatha National Park. Further 
confirmation is required to substantiate this record 
and confirm the presence of this species in Nepal.

Distribution outside Nepal
China.
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References
Chakraborty et al. 2004, Molur et al. 2005, Molur 2008.

152) Sorex minutus (Linnaeus, 1766)

Common Names
Eurasian Pygmy Shrew (English); Pudke  
Chhuchundro (Nepali)

Synonyms 
Sorex thibetanus (nom. nud.) (Kastschenko, 1905)

Species Descripton
This species is about 8 cm in length, including 
the tail. Dark brown-grey short fur with white 
underparts, and a thick, dark tail. Small eyes. White 
whiskers and pink nose. White feet and limbs. 

Species Ecology
The Eurasian Pygmy Shrew occurs in a variety of 
habitats in lowlands and mountains. This is an 
insectivorous species. 

This species breeds from spring to autumn and  
has one to two litters per year, with each litter 
producing five to eight young. This shrew has a 
lifespan of around 18 months. 

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient 
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal. It may qualify for Vulnerable under category 
B, as its extent of occurrence is estimated to be less 
than 20,000 km2. 

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 

(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Distribution
This species occurs in western Nepal and has been 
recorded within the protected areas of Dhorpatan 
Hunting Reserve and Shey Phoksundo National Park.

Distribution outside Nepal
Albania, Andorra, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, 
Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, 
China, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
India, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro, Netherlands, 
Norway, Pakistan, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Russian Federation, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, United 
Kingdom.

References
Pernetta 1976, Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Baral and Shah 2008.
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153) Suncus etruscus (Savi, 1822)

Common Names
Pygmy White-toothed Shrew (English); Setadante 
Pudke Chhuchundro (Nepali)

Synonyms
Sorex etruscus (Savi, 1822); Sorex perrotteti (Duvernoy, 
1842); Sorex atratus (Blyth, 1855); Sorex hodgsonii, 
Sorex micronyx, Sorex nudipes (Blyth, 1855); Pachyura 
assamensis (Anderson, 1873); Crocidura (Pachyura) 
nilagirica, Crocidura (Pachyura) nitidofulva, Crocidura 
(Pachyura) pygmaeoides, Crocidura (Pachyura)  
travancorensis (Anderson, 1877); Podihik kura 
(Deraniyagala, 1958)

Species Description
This shrew is one of the smallest mammals in the 
world and is Nepal’s smallest and lightest mammal 
species, measuring around 3 to 4.5 cm (not  
including the tail). Fur is velvety dark grey-brown 
dorsally with silver-brown below, very short hind 
limbs compared to its forelimbs, conspicuous pink 
ears and a long tail. 

Species Ecology
The Pygmy White-toothed Shrew is the one of the 
smallest terrestrial mammals in the world and is  
Nepal’s smallest and lightest mammal. It can be 
found in both temperate and tropical forests, 
sometimes close to houses and other buildings.  
This species mainly feeds on insects.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate assess-
ment of the extinction risk of this species in Nepal.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Distribution
This species occurs in central Nepal and has been 
recorded within the protected areas of Chitwan 
National Park, Parsa Wildlife Reserve, Langtang 
National Park and districts of Kathmandu and 
Sindhupalchok.
 
Distribution outside Nepal
Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, 
Bhutan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, China, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, Ethiopia, France, Georgia, 
Greece, Guinea, India, Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Iraq, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Lao PDR, Lebanon, Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Malaysia, Malta, Montenegro, Morocco, 
Myanmar, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Portugal, 
Slovenia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Tajikistan, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, 
Viet Nam, Yemen.

Main Threats
•	 Habitat loss.
•	 Pest control.

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Nowak 1999, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008.
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154) Suncus stoliczkanus (Anderson, 1877)

Common Names
Anderson’s Shrew (English); Andersonko  
Chhuchundro (Nepali)

Synonyms
Crocidura (Pachyura) bidiana, Crocidura (Pachyura) 
stoliczkanus, Crocidura (Pachyura) subflava  
(Anderson, 1877); Crocidura leucogenys, Suncus 
stoliczkanus leucogenys (Dobson, 1888)

Species Descriptions
Medium-sized shrew, dorsal fur pale rufous grey. 

Species Ecology
Anderson’s Shrew occurs in grassy embankments, 
riverine areas, gardens and paddy fields and in open 
areas in tropical forests. This species is insectivorous.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species  
in Nepal. Anderson’s Shrew may qualify for a 
threatened category in view of a small distribution 
with species currently known to be occurring in only 
three isolated locations, however more information 
is required. 

 

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Distribution
This species has been recorded in three isolated 
locations: Rara National Park, Sagarmatha National 
Park and district of Bara in the Terai.

Distribution outside Nepal
India, Pakistan.

Main Threats
•	 Habitat loss.
•	 Pesticides.

References
Stone 1995, Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Molur et al. 2005, Baral and Shah 2008.

155) Tupaia belangeri (Wagner, 1841)

Common Names
Northern Tree Shrew (English); Pahadi Rukh  
Chhuchundro (Nepali)

Species Descriptions
Large black eyes surrounded by pink skin. Pink 
mouth and relatively large pink ears. Coat is  
olive-brown and is buff or orange ventrally. The long 
furry tail is about equal to its head and body length. 
Like all tree shrews it has naked foot pads and 
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strong curved claws. 

Species Ecology
The Northern Tree Shrew occurs in tropical and 
subtropical forests, feeding mainly on fruits and 
seeds, insects, small vertebrates and bird eggs. 

Females produce one to two litters per year with 
two to four young after a gestation period of six 
weeks. 

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Data Deficient
Rationale for assessment: There is insufficient  
information available to make an accurate  
assessment of the extinction risk of this species in 
Nepal.
 

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Smith and Xie 2008, Baral and Shah 2008. 

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973).

National Distribution
This species occurs in east Nepal between elevations 
of 2,300 m to 2,500 m.

Distribution outside Nepal
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, India, Lao 
PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand, Viet Nam.
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BATS
[CHIROPTERA]
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156) Ia io (Thomas, 1902)

Common Names
Great Evening Bat (English); Aiya Aayo Chamero 
(Nepali)

Synonyms 
Ia longimana (Pen, 1962); Pipistrellus io (Thomas, 
1902) 

Species Description
One of the biggest and rarest vespertilionids  
(evening bats) of the world. Resembles a large 
serotine but has rounded pinna which are about 
equal in length and breadth. Wing membranes are 
black throughout and it’s tail is longer, extending 
aproximately 6mm from the inter-femoral  
membrane. It’s coat is a uniform brown-grey.

Species Ecology
The Great Evening Bat is associated with tropical 
moist forests, where it is exclusively a cave-roosting 
species. The bats leave their roost in the evening 
before twilight and feed mainly on beetles, but also 
include moths, butterflies, bugs and crickets in their 
diet. 

Little is known about the reproductive parameters 
of this species.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Critically Endangered B1ab(i,ii)
Rationale for assessment: The Great Evening Bat  
(Ia io) has been nationally assessed as Critically  
Endangered under criterion B in view of its  
occurrence at a single location with a small extent 
of occurrence suspected to be less than 100 km2. 
Recent research revealed that the species has  
disappeared from previous areas of occupation. 
There are no conservation measures in place for bat 
species in Nepal and declines in numbers continue 
to be caused by human disturbance and  
persecution, habitat loss and degradation.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973).

National Population Size
The largest recorded population in Nepal consists 
of approximately 100 individuals. A single colony 
of around 30 individuals was reported in 1995, but 
most other sightings are of individuals only.

National Distribution
Bimalnagar in Tanahun district.

Distribution outside Nepal
China, India, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand, Viet Nam.

Main Threats
•	 Habitat loss and degradation due to habitat 

alteration outside of protected areas,  
deforestation and  removal of dead trees in 
urban areas.

•	 Disturbance of roosting sites by humans due 
to direct persecution, fire and use of caves for 
shelter. 

CRITICALLY ENDANGERED
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Conservation Measures in Place 
None.

Conservation Recommendations
i) Conduct surveys in current known location and 
areas of suitable habitat using bat detector  
technology, direct observations and indirect sign 
surveys, applying standard protocols to establish 

occupancy and abundance of this species. 
ii) Implement education and awareness  
programmes engaging local communities to  
monitor population and stop persecution and 
reduce disturbances.
iii) Develop and implement management plan for 
key habitats.
iv) Develop and implement species/taxa action plan.

References
Bates and Harrison 1997, Csorba et al. 1999, Hutson et al. 2001, Thabah et al. 2007, Csorba et al. 2008. 

157) Myotis csorbai (Topál, 1997)

Common names
Csorba’s Mouse-eared Bat (English); Nepali Chamero 
(Nepali)

Species Description
Dense, soft, woolly pelage, with hairs longer on the 
back than the belly. The dorsal coat colour is a dark 
brown whilst the ventral is paler and grey in  
colouration. Forehead and muzzle (except nostrils) 
covered by hairs. Small ears, which are dark  
brown-black with evenly convex anterior borders 
and pointed tips.

Species Ecology
Csorba’s Mouse-eared Bat roosts in caves  
surrounded by subtropical secondary forests and is 
an insectivorous species. 

Little is known about the reproductive behaviour of 
this species.

Conservation Status
Global: Data Deficient
National: Critically Endangered B1ab(v)
Rationale for assessment: Csorba’s Mouse-eared 
Bat (Myotis csorbai) has been nationally assessed as 
Critically Endangered under criterion B. This  
species is endemic to Nepal and although it has 
been recorded from two sites, the close proximity of 
these sites means they are considered as a single 
location for this assessment. Although no  
population estimates are available, the population 
size is considered small and is suspected to be in 
decline based on observations. The area occupied is 
vulnerable to degradation and anthropogenic  

impacts, putting this species at great risk from 
human disturbance. Because the threats have not 
yet been effectively addressed, it is predicted that 
this species will suffer further population and range 
declines.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973).

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal, however it is suspected 
to be in decline.
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National Distribution
This species is endemic to Nepal and known from 
only a single location; Kailash caves in Syngja 
district. It may also occur near Pokhara but this 
needs further confirmation.

Distribution outside Nepal
Endemic to Nepal.

Main Threats
•	 Deforestation due to collection of fire wood, 

timber and clearing for agriculture and grazing. 

Conservation Measures in Place
None.

Conservation Recommendations

i) Conduct survey using bat detector technology 
and indirect signs to establish occupancy and  
abundance in Pokhara and other parts of Kaski 
district. 
ii) Conduct regular monitoring using community 
groups and establish a database to monitor trends 
in population size and occupancy over time.
iii) Develop and implement habitat and threat 
management in both remaining and potential sites 
for population recovery and expansion.
iv) Implement education and awareness  
programmes in areas where this species occurs 
including community engagement activities.
v) Raise awareness internationally for this endemic 
species.
vi) Develop species conservation action plan.

References
Topál 1997, Csorba et al. 1999, Bat Net 2007, Baral and Shah 2008,  

Thapa 2009b, Sanjan Thapa (pers. comm.) 2010.

ENDANGERED

158) Scotomanes ornatus (Blyth, 1851)

Common Names
Harlequin Bat (English); Gahana Chamero (Nepali)

Synonyms 
Nycticejus ornatus (Blyth, 1851); Nycticejus nivicolus 
(Hodgson, 1855); Nycticejus emarginatus,  
Scotomanes emarginatus (Dobson, 1871)

Species Description
Orange coloured bat with intermittent white tufts, 
sometimes forming a white line along the back. 
Underside is a mixture of dark brown and cream, 
generally paler. the face is naked with a whiskered 
muzzle. pinna are a light pinkish brown, rounded 
tips and broad.

Species Ecology
The Harlequin Bat occurs in deep, humid valleys  
and hilly forests and is an insectivorous species. 

Little is known about the reproductive behaviour of 
this species.
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Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Endangered B1ab(iii)
Rationale for assessment: The Harlequin Bat 
(Scotomanes ornatus) has been nationally assessed 
as Endangered under criterion B as the area of 
occupancy for this species is suspected to be less 
than 2,000 km2 and because it has been recorded 
from only two locations in Nepal. The threats to this 
species include habitat loss and human disturbance 
and these threats continue to cause the area and 
quality of the species’ habitat to decline. 

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within a single protected 
area.

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal.

National Distribution
Annapurna Conservation Area and districts of Kaski 
(Sudame) and Sankhuwasabha.

Distribution outside Nepal
Bangladesh, China, India, Lao PDR, Myanmar, 
Thailand, Viet Nam.

Main Threats
•	 Hunting for subsistence
•	 Habitat loss and degradation mainly outside 

protected areas due to clearing for agriculture 
and livestock grazing, removal of old trees and 
collection of firewood.

Conservation Measures in Place
None.

Conservation Recommendations
i) Conduct surveys using bat detector technology, 
indirect signs and direct observations, and  
community syrveys using standard protocols in 
areas of suitable habitat to establish baseline data 
on occupancy and abundance, ecology and threats 
to this species. 
ii) Implement education and awareness  
programmes in areas in which it occurs. 
iii) Develop and implement management plans for 
key habitats of the species.

References
Csorba et al. 1999, Bat Net 2007, Csorba et al. 2008b, Sanjan Thapa (pers.comm.) 2010. 

VULNERABLE

159) Myotis sicarius (Thomas, 1915)

Common Names
Mandelli’s Mouse-eared Bat (English); Mandelliko 
Musakane Chamero (Nepali)

Synonyms
Vespertilio mystacinus (Kuhl, 1819); Vespertilio 
pallidiventris (Hodgson, 1844); Vespertilio nipalensis 
(Dobson, 1871); Myotis meinertzhageni (Thomas, 
1926)
 
Species Description
Dense, relatively short and very soft pelage. Dorsal 
surface uniform deep chocolate brown, ventral 
surface paler, the hair tips are ginger coloured and 
roots are dark. The forehead and muzzle are covered 
by hairs, areas around ears, eyes and nostrils are 
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bare. Ears are dark, blunt with rounded tip and the 
tragus is well developed and around half the height 
of the pinna. The nostrils are crescent shaped and 
and open laterally.
 
Species Ecology 
Mandelli’s Mouse-eared Bat is found in montane 
forests on hill sides and in valleys. 

Little is known about the reproductive behaviour of 
this species.

Conservation Status
Global: Vulnerable
National: Vulnerable B2ab(iii, iv)
Rationale for assessment: Mandelli’s Mouse-eared 
Bat (Myotis sicarius) has been nationally assessed as 
Vulnerable under criterion B as it has been recorded 
from only seven locations in Nepal and has an area 
of occupancy of less than 2,000 km2 because the 
threats to this species, which include habitat loss 
and degradation, and disturbance to roosting sites, 
continue to cause a decline in the area and quality 
of habitat available for this species.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal.

National Distribution
Annapurna Conservation Area, Shivapuri Nagarjun 
National Park and districts of Kaski (Sudame), 
sections of Kathmandu Valley (Bansbari, Bajrabarahi 

References 
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Csorba et al. 1999, Molur et al. 2002,  

Baral and Shah 2005, Sanjan Thapa (pers.comm.) 2010.

Religious Forest, Godavari, Lalitpur). Total extent of 
occurrence is estimated to be greater than 20,000 
km2, however, the area of occupancy has been 
estimated as less than 2,000 km2 based on the 
availability of habitat in which locations the species 
has been recorded.

Distribution outside Nepal
India. 

Main Threats
•	 Hunting for subsistence
•	 Habitat loss and degradation mainly outside 

protected areas due to clearing for agriculture, 
removal of old trees and collection of firewood. 

•	 Disturbance to roosting sites.

Conservation Measures in Place
None.

Conservation recommendations
i) Conduct surveys using bat detector  
technology, indirect sign surveys and observations 
using standard protocols in current locations and 
other suitable habitats to obtain occupancy and 
abundance estimates.
ii) Conduct surveys at regular intervals and create 
national database to record population size and 
distribution, and determine trends over time.
iii) Implement education and awareness  
programmes including engaging local communities 
and providing incentives to encourage the  
protection of this species. 
iv) Gate the caves and mines inhabited by bats to 
stop human disturbance to caves.
v) Develop management plans for key habitats 
where this species occurs. 
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160) Philetor brachypterus  
(Temminck, 1840)

Common Names
Short-winged Pipistrelle Bat (English); Rohuko 
Chamero (Nepali)

Synonyms
Vespertilio brachypterus (Temminck, 1840)

Species Description
A small robust bat with short forearms and  
proportionally small wings. Pelage is dark brown 
all over, muzzle and ears are hairless. Face is short, 
ears are broad and short: the anterior margin is 
slightly convex, the tip broadly rounded off and the 
posterior border with its base running forwards to 
finish behind and below the angle of the mouth. The 
tragus is fleshy and thickened with an inner margin 
straight, outer slightly convex.  The basal lobule  
is broad and short, being less than one third the 
height of the pinna. 

Species Ecology
The Short-winged Pipistrelle Bat occurs in montane 
forests, roosting in tree hollows and coconut palms. 
This species is insectivorous. 

Little is known about the reproductive behaviour  
of this species.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Vulnerable B1ab(iii)+2ab(iii)
Rationale for assessment: The Short-winged  
Pipistrelle Bat (Philetor brachypterus) has been 
nationally assessed as Vulnerable under criterion 
B because it has a restricted distribution with an 
extent of occurrence of approximately 8,608 km2.  
In all areas of its range, this species suffers from 
habitat loss and degradation, including  
deforestation, conversion of land for agriculture 
and disturbances to roosting sites. These threats 
continue to cause declines in the quality and extent 
of available habitat for this species. 

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973).

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal.

National Distribution
Districts of Sindhupalchowk (Barabisse), Kathmandu, 
Sankhuwasabha, and areas of the eastern mid-hills.

Distribution outside Nepal
Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Philippines.
 
Main Threats
•	 Hunting for subsistence
•	 Habitat loss and degradation due to clearing for 

agriculture, removal of old trees and collection 
of firewood.

•	 Disturbances to roosting sites.

Conservation Measures in Place
None.

Conservation Recommendations
i) Conduct surveys using bat detector technology, 
indirect signs and direct observations, and  
community syrveys using standard protocols in 
areas of suitable habitat to establish baseline data 
on occupancy and abundance, ecology and threats 
to this species. 
iii) Implement awareness and education  
programmes in areas in which the species occurs 
and include community participatory conservation 
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programmes.  
iv) Develop management plans for key habitats.

References
Bates and Harrison 1997, Molur et al. 2002, Baral and Shah 2008.

NEAR THREATENED

161) Hipposideros pomona (K. Andersen, 
1918)

Common names
Andersen’s Leaf-nosed Bat (English); Gudikhane 
Golopatre Chamero (Nepali)

Synonyms
Hipposideros gentilis (Anderson, 1918)

Species Description
The dorsal pelage of this bat can be various shades 
of mid-dark brown with the ventral pelage being a 
more uniform pale beige-brown in colour. Pinkish 
coloured leaf-nose and dark brown ears.

Species Ecology
Although the species is widespread, little is known 
about its ecology except that it roosts in small 
colonies numbering a few individuals in caves and 
crevices in subterranean habitats. 

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Near Threatened
Rationale for assessment: Anderson’s Leaf-nosed bat 
(Hipposideros Pomona) has been nationally assessed 
as Near Threatened.  This species may qualify for a 
threatened category under criterion B1 due to  
a small geographic range with few recorded  
locations all from within the Kaski district suggesting 
a limited extent of occurrence of approximately 
2, 000 km2 (based on the size of the district and 
recorded locations). However further information is 
required to confirm range and whether the threats 
identified are causing declines of either the species 
population, range or habitat quality. 

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within a protected area.

National Population Size 
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal. 

National Distribution
Lower regions of Annapurna Conservation Area 
and areas in and around Kaski district (for example 
Mahendra Gupha and Panchase forest). 

Distribution outside Nepal
Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand, Viet Nam.

Main Threats
•	 Disturbance with increased human population 

and tourism.

References
Molur et al. 2002, Bates and Harrison 1997, Aryal and Dhungel 2009,  

Baral and Shah 2008, Sanjan Thapa (pers. comm.) 2010.
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162) Murina aurata (Milne-Edwards, 1872)
 
Common Names
Tibetan Tube-nosed Bat (English); Sano Nalinake 
Chamero (Nepali)

Synonyms
Murinus aurata (Milne-Edwards, 1872)

Species Description
A small bat with thick very soft golden brown 
pelage. Dark brown hair bases, the mid-parts pale 
straw brown, tips straw, gold or dark brown. Ventral 
surface hairs have dark roots and pale grey tips. 
Wings uniform mid-brown and naked. Muzzle with 
tubular nostrils, protuberant and opening outwards. 
Ears broad and rounded without an emargination 
on the posterior border. Tragus long, narrow and 
tapering. Hairy feet.

Species Ecology
The species roosts in trees or foliage and is  
insectivorous. 

Little is known about the reproductive behaviour  
of this species.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Near Threatened
Rationale for assessment: The Tibetan Tube-nosed 
Bat (Murina aurata) has been nationally assessed 
as Near Threatened as further information may 
reveal that this species qualifies for a threatened 
category under criterion B1 based on a small area of 
occupancy as this species has been recorded from 
only 3 locations but as yet it is unclear whether this 
population is experiencing range or population 
declines.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 

(1973). This species occurs within a protected area.

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal.

National Distribution
Kathmandu (Shivapuri Nagarjun National Park), 
Nawalparasi and Kavre districts.

Distribution outside Nepal
China, India, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand, Viet Nam.

Main Threats
•	 Habitat degradation due to clearing for  

agriculture, removal of old trees and collection 
of fire wood.

•	 Disturbance to roosting sites through through 
direct persecution or close proximity to human 
settlements and activity.

References 
Bates and Harrison 1997, Molur et al. 2002, Smith and Xie 2008.
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163) Rhinolophus lepidus (Blyth, 1844)

Common Names
Blyth’s Horseshoe Bat (English); Blythko Ghodnale 
Chamero (Nepali)

Synonyms
Rhinolophus monticola (Andersen, 1905)

Species Description
Pelage typically grey-brown dorsally and slightly 
paler ventrally. General morphology similar to that 
of R. pusillus but usually exceeds R. pusilllus in size. 
The anterior surface of the sella is less conspicuously 
emarginated. The lancet is well developed, the tip is 
variable in shape, rounded or pointed. Distinguished 
from R. pusillus by longer forearm and tibia  
measurements.  

Species Ecology
This species can be found in both dry and moist 
forests and fringe areas. Roosting sites include caves, 
unused tunnels and old and dilapidated buildings. 
Main prey species include moths and butterflies, 
beetles, flies, wasps, bees and ants. 

Little is known about the reproductive behaviour of 
this species.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Near Threatened
Rationale for assessment: Blyth’s Horseshoe Bat 
(Rhinolophus lepidus) has been nationally assessed 
as Near Threatened. The species has been recorded 
from only two locations although extent of  
occurrence may be reasonably large due to the 
distance of the two sites. Ongoing human  
disturbance to roosting sites may cause this species’ 
geographic range to decline sufficient to qualify this 
species as threatened under criterion B1. The species 
absence from protected areas increases the risk to 
this species, however further information is required 
to confirm that either it’s range or it’s population is 

in decline.
 
Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973).

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal. 

National Distribution
The species has been recorded from only two  
locations; districts of Ilam and Sindhupalchowk. 

Distribution outside Nepal
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Thailand, 
Viet Nam.

Main Threats
•	 Human disturbance of roosting sites due to fires 

and use of these areas for shelter.
•	 Direct persecution.
•	 Habitat degradation and loss.

References
Bates and Harrison 1997, Walker and Molur 2002, Bumrungsri et al. 2008.
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LEAST CONCERN

164) Barbastella leucomelas  
(Cretzschmar, 1826)

Common Names
Asian Barbastelle (English); Himali Chamero (Nepali)

Synonyms 
Plecotus darjelingensis (Hodgson, 1855); Barbastella 
caspica (Satunin, 1908); Barbastella walteri (Bianchi, 
1916); Barbastella blandfordi (Bianchi, 1917)  
 
Species Description
Pelage long, fine, soft on the dorsal surface and 
shorter on the belly. Head and back black, posterior, 
back and flanks with paler tips and a glossy sheen. 
Ventral surface with dark black-brown hairs. Muzzle 
short, flat and wide with prominent glandular  
swellings. Crescent shaped nostrils open upwards 
and outwards on a flat, hairless median space 
bordered laterally by two elevated crescentic ridges. 
Black-brown almost-square ears with ill-defined 
transverse ridges, hairy on their posterior surfaces, 
except for the tips. The tragus is triangular and large, 
being more than half the height of the pinna. Long 
tail.

Species Ecology
Asian Barbastelle is a solitary, nocturnal species 
found in Himalayan moist temperate and dry 
coniferous forest areas roosting in caves, tunnels, 
crevices, old buildings, mines and tree hollows.  
The Asian Barbastelle is a sedentary insectivore.  

Little is known about the reproductive behaviour of 
this species.

Conservation status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of a wide distribution and 
assumed large population that is unlikely to be 
declining at a rate significant enough to qualify for a 
more threatened category. 

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size
There has been little or no information on the 
population size and trend of this species in over 100 
years.

National Distribution
This species occurs along the high-hills from east to 
west and including all protected areas in this region. 

Distribution outside Nepal
Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bhutan, China, 
Egypt, Eritrea, Georgia, India, Islamic Republic of 
Iran, Israel, Japan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Russian 
Federation, Saudi Arabia, Taiwan Province of China, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan.

Main Threats
•	 Deforestation.
•	 Habitat degradation. 
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165) Cynopterus sphinx (Vahl, 1797)

Common Names
Greater Short-nosed Bat (English); Nepte Chamero 
(Nepali)

Synonyms 
Vespertilio fibulatus, Vespertilio sphinx (Vahl, 1797); 
Pteropus pusillus (É. Geoffroy, 1803); Pteropus 
marginatus (É. Geoffroy, 1810); Pachysoma  
brevicaudatum (Temminck, 1837); Cynopterus 
brachyotis var. scherzeri (Zelebor, 1869); Cynopterus 
angulatus,  Cynopterus brachyotis ssp. angulatus 
(Miller, 1898); Cynopterus marginatus var. ellitoi (Gray, 
1870); Cynopterus sphnx ssp. gangeticus (Andersen, 
1910)

Species Description
The species has soft and silky fur-lined coffee brown 
ears and dark brown wings marked by pale ‘fingers’. 
Males are orange on the chin, sides of chest, belly 
and thighs, females with a paler grey belly and a 
tawny-brown collar. 

Species Ecology
Greater Short-nosed Bat has been observed in a 
wide variety of habitats, including banana plants 
and palm leaves, in dense riparian vegetation, in 
forests and over streams. 

The Greater Short-nosed Bat breeds twice a year, 
and in some areas is known to breed throughout  
the year, bearing a single young. 

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of a wide distribution,  
presence within a number of protected areas,  
tolerance of a broad range of habitats, and a 
presumed large population which is unlikely to  
be declining fast enough to qualify for a more 
threatened category.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas. 

National Population Size
There are no population estimates available for 
this species, however it is considered common and 
abundant.

National Distribution
Distribution extends across the mid-hills from 
east to west and from Annapurna Conservation 
Area (Kaski district), Bardia National Park, Chitwan 
National Park, Makalu Barun National Park, Rara 
National Park, lowlands of the east around Koshi 
Tappu Wildlife Reserve and Chisapani in the Karnali 
flood plains, Barabise and parts of Sankhuwasabha 
district.

Distribution outside Nepal
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, 
India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Viet Nam. 

Main Threats
Unknown.

References
Suwal and Verheught 1995, Bates and Harrison 1997, Molur et al. 2002, Walker and Molur 2002,  

Benda et al. 2008ab, Baral and Shah 2008.
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166) Hipposideros armiger  
(Hodgson, 1835)

Common Names
Great Himalayan Leaf-nosed Bat (English);  
Thulo Golopatre Chamero (Nepali)

Synonyms
Rhinolophus armiger (Hodgson, 1835)

Species Description
Largest leaf-nosed bat, clearly identified by the four 
supplementary leaflets on its anterior nose-leaf. 
Intermediate leaf has wave-shaped patterns and 
there is a fleshy pad behind the four-celled posterior 
leaf. Dark-brown wings and membranes stand out 
against a grey-brown pelage of soft, long fur.

Species Ecology
The Great Himalayan Leaf-nosed Bat is generally 
found in montane and bamboo forests in high 
elevations. The species shares its roosting sites with 
other species of bats, such as Miniopterus species 
and Rhinolophus species, in caves and structures 
such as lofts of houses and old temples. 

The species breeds once a year and gives birth to 
two young. This species has been observed  
hibernating in November.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of its wide distribution, 
presumed large population, occurrence within 
protected areas, and because it is unlikely to be 
declining fast enough to qualify for listing in a more 
threatened category.
 
Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size
It appears to be fairly common throughout its range 
including Nepal, although there is no official  
population estimate. This is considered the most 
common bat species in Nepal.

National Distribution
Distributed across the mid-hills from east to west 
and within the protected areas of Annapurna 
Conservation Area (within Kaski district), Makalu 
Barun and Rara National Parks, Kathmandu Valley 
(Sundarijal and Godavari), Baglung, Palpa, Syangja 
(Kailash Gufa) and Sankhuwasabha (Num).
 
Distribution outside Nepal
Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, India, Lao PDR,  
Malaysia, Myanmar, Taiwan Province of China, 
Thailand, Viet Nam.

Main Threats
•	 Deforestation.
•	 Disturbance to roosting sites.
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167) Kerivoula picta (Pallas, 1767)

Common Names
Painted Bat (English); Rangichangi Chamero (Nepali)

Synonyms
Vespertilio pictus (Pallas, 1767); Vespertilio kirivoula 
(Cuvier, 1832)

Species Description
Pelage is long, dense and woolly, dorsal surface 
bright orange to tawny-red, ventral surface buff  
coloured with orange hue on the flanks. Wings 
bright orange to black. Muzzle very hairy, naked 
nostrils slightly protuberant facing outwards and 
slightly downwards. Hairy lips and feet. Ears  
relatively large, anterior border smoothly concave, 
the tip rounded off and distinct concavity just below 
the tip on the posterior border. Tragus tall and 
narrow, anterior margin slightly convex, posterior 
margin has a basal projection at the widest part, 
above with a small shallow concavity.

Species Ecology
The Painted Bat occurs in plantations and deciduous 
forests and is insectivorous. 

Little is known about the reproductive behaviour of 
this species.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of its presence within  
protected areas and presumed large population 
despite being regarded as uncommon.
 
 
 

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal.

National Distribution
This species has been reported from two of the 
protected areas in the lowlands, Bardia and Chitwan 
National Parks and Pokhara.

Distribution outside Nepal
Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia,  
Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 
Viet Nam.

Main Threats
•	 Habitat loss and degradation.  
•	 Human disturbance.

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Myers et al. 2000, Molur et al. 2002, Baral and Shah 2008.
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168) Megaderma lyra (E. Geoffroy, 1810)

Common Names
Greater False Vampire Bat (English); Nakkali Boxi 
Chamero (Nepali)

Synonyms
Vespertilio carnatica (Elliot, 1839); Megaderma 
spectrum (Wagner, 1844); Megaderma schistacea 
(Hodgson, 1847); Encheira lyra caurina, Megaderma 
lyra caurina (Andersen & Wroughton, 1907)

Species Description
A very distinctive bat due to the large grey-black 
ears which are joined for at least two thirds of their 
length. Pelage is grey, long and soft.  Wing  
membranes are grey-black with pinkish arms and 
legs. The bat’s snout is naked and has a tall  
nose-leaf that resembles two joined ovals. 

Species Ecology
Greater False Vampire Bat can occur in a wide variety 
of habitats and will roost in old buildings, caves, 
temples, tunnels, attics, stone mines and cow sheds 
in elevations up to 923 m. It feeds on insects and 
small vertebrates. 

The Greater False Vampire Bat breeds once a year, 
producing a single young after a gestation period of 
around 150 days.
 
Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of a fairly abundant  
population and distribution with no major threats 
causing significant decline.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size
Overall this is a common species though there are 
no comprehensive assessments for Nepal. A colony 
of 300 individuals was observed at an abandoned 
house in Bahundangi, Jhapa which is the largest 

recorded colony of Greater False Vampire Bat in 
Nepal.

National Distribution
Occurs across the mid-hills including Kathmandu 
(Chobar, Shivapuri-Nagarjun National Park),  
Barabise, Dolakha district and a number of  
locations along the eastern Terai, south of Parsa 
Wildlife Reserve, Sunsari (Kushaha), Morang  
(Biratnagar) and Jhapa (Bahundangi).

Distribution outside Nepal
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India, 
Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, Viet Nam.

Main Threats
•	 Disturbance. 
•	 Loss of roosting sites.

Conservation Measures in Place
The colony in Bahundangi, Jhapa is protected by 
the local community, after a community awareness 
programme. 



205

References
Audet et al. 1991, Bates and Harrison 1997, Csorba et al. 1999, Molur et al. 2002,  

Baral and Shah 2008, Thapa 2009b, Sanjan Thapa (pers. comm.) 2010.

169) Miniopterus schreibersii (Kuhl, 1817)

Common Names
Common Bentwing Bat (English); Bange Chamero 
(Nepali)

Synonyms
Vespertilio scheibersii (Kuhl, 1819); Vespertilio  
fuliginosa (Hodgson, 1835)

Species Description
Small evening-bat with long dense fur, colours 
varying from russet to dark brown. This bat has long 
limbs and a highly enlarged third digit. Ears small, 
rounded and set apart and do not rise above the 
domed forehead. Tragus is slender, tall and slightly 
curled at the tip. Tail is enclosed almost fully in a 
membrane. 

Species Ecology
The Common Bentwing Bat mainly utilises caves 
and mines for roosting and will often be observed 
in large mixed colonies with other cave-dwelling 
bat species (such as Hipposideros armiger in Palpa 
District). In winter it hibernates in underground sites. 
It forages in a variety of open and semi-open natural 
and artificial habitats, including suburban areas, 
feeding on moths and flies. 

Little is known about the reproductive behaviour of 
this species.

Conservation Status
Global: Near Threatened
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: Despite the lack of  
adequate information, the species has been  
reported from a number of locations around the 
country and has an assumed large abundance 
therefore is considered Least Concern.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal.

National Distribution
Chitwan National Park, Kathmandu, Kakani, Palpa 
(Argali VDC and Dovan VDC), Syangja (Kailash cave) 
and Tanahun (Bimalnagar), Kanchenjunga  
Conservation area and surrounding areas of  
Taplejung.

Distribution outside Nepal
Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Cameroon, 
Croatia, Cyprus, France, Georgia, Gibraltar, Greece, 
Guinea, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Lebanon,  
Liberia, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
Malta, Monaco, Montenegro, Morocco, Nigeria, 
Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation, San Marino, 
Serbia, Sierra Leone, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, Turkey.

Main Threats
Unknown.
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170) Murina cyclotis (Dobson, 1872)

Common Names
Round-eared Tube-nosed Bat (English); Golakane 
Nalinake Chamero (Nepali)

Synonyms
Murina eileenae (Phillips, 1932)

Species Description
A small bat with a pale dorsal pelage of gold-orange. 
Ventral pelage can sometimes appear darker due 
to greyish roots, but hair tips are pale. The face and 
muzzle are finely hairy with pinkish skin showing 
through. Ears are greyish in colour and rounded, top 
of the wings have fine orange fur while the under-
sides are naked. Feet and hind limbs are hairy.

Species Ecology
The Round-eared Tube-nosed Bat occurs in  
cardamom and coconut plantations and rocky  
caves in forests and is an insectivorous species. 

Little is known about the reproductive behaviour of 
this species.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of its wide distribution, 
presumed large population, occurrence within 
protected areas and because it is unlikely to be 
declining fast enough to qualify for listing in a more 
threatened category.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within two protected 

areas.

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal, however this species is 
considered common.

National Distribution
Chitwan National Park, Parsa Wildlife reserve and 
adjoining forests.

Distribution outside Nepal
Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, India, Lao 
PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, Viet Nam.

Main Threats
Unknown.

References
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171) Myotis formosus (Hodgson, 1835)

Common Names
Hodgson’s Bat (English); Hodgsonko Chamero 
(Nepali)

Synonyms 
Vespertilio formosa (Hodgson, 1835); Kerivoula  
pallida (Blyth, 1863); Vespertilio auratus, Myotis 
formosus ssp. auratus (Dobson, 1871); Vespertilio 
dobsoni (Andersen, 1881); Myotis formosus ssp. 
andersoni (Touessart, 1897); Vespertilio andersoni 
(Trouessart, 1897) [nomen novum for Vespertilio]

Species Description
A medium-sized tree bat of striking colouration: 
ginger-brown back, orange flanks and undersides, 
with a cinnamon throat. Its oval orange-coloured 
ears stick out of the hairy head, and wings are 
orange with triangular black markings.

Species Ecology
Hodgson’s Bat inhabits lowland and montane  
primary forests and rhododendron forests. The 
species roosts in caves, trees, bushes and houses 
although in winter they hibernate in caves. The 
species has been recorded from sea level up to the 
foothills of the Himalayas. This is an insectivorous 
species. 

Little is known about the reproductive behaviour of 
this species.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of its wide distribution, 
presumed large population and presence within 
protected areas.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within several protected 
areas.

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal.

National Distribution
Occurs across central and western Nepal including 
Annapurna Conservation Area and around Shivapuri 
Nagarjun National Park.

Distribution outside Nepal
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, 
Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea, Republic of 
Korea, Lao PDR, Philippines.

Main Threats
Unknown.

References
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Smith and Xie 2008, Bat Net 2007.



172) Myotis muricola (Gray, 1864)

Common Names
Nepalese Whiskered Bat (English); Parkhale Chamero 
(Nepali)

Synonyms 
Vespertilio muricola (Hodgson, 1841); Vespertilio 
muricola, Myotis mystacinus (Gray, 1846); Myotis 
mystacinus, Vespertilio caliginosus (Tomes, 1859); 
Vespertilio blanfordi (Dobson, 1871) 
 
Species Description
A small bat with grey ventral pelage and  
russet-brown dorsal pelage. Pelage appears darker 
than that of M. mysticanus. Tail is shorter than M. 
nipalensis. Face is hairy with a whisker-like fringe 
along the upper lip.

Species Ecology
Nepalese Whiskered Bat is found in primary and 
secondary broadleaved montane and lowland 
forests, scrub, secondary growth and gardens. It 
roosts in caves, hollows and among tightly rolled 
leaves of the broad-leaved trees, especially banana. 
This species is insectivorous. 

Little is known about the reproductive behaviour of 
this species.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of a wide distribution, 
presumed large population and occurrence within 
protected areas.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal.

National Distribution
Patchily distributed across the higher hills of central 
and western Nepal and within Annapurna Con-
servation Area, Langtang National Park, Shivapuri 
Nagajun National Park and surrounding areas and 
districts of Terhathum (Tinjure Phedi) and Kaski 
(Banthanti).

Distribution outside Nepal
Afghanistan, Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, 
China, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Viet Nam.

Main Threats
Unknown.
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173) Myotis nipalensis (Dobson, 1871)

Common Names
Nepal Myotis (English); Nepali Musakaane Chamero 
(Nepali)

Synonyms
Myotis mystacinus (Kuhl, 1817); Vespertilio  
pallidiventris (Hodgson, 1844); Myotis mystacinus, 
Vespertilio nipalensis (Dobson, 1871); Myotis 
meinertzhageni (Thomas, 1926); Myotis przewalskii 
(Bobrinskoj, 1926); Myotis transcaspicus (Ognev & 
Heptner, 1928); Myotis kukunoriensis (Bobrinskii, 
1929); Myotis sogdianus (Kuzyakin, 1934)

Species Description
Dorsal pelage is russet-brown, ventral pelage is a 
pale grey to creamy white. Limbs and muzzle are 
pink. wing membranes are dark brown-grey/ black. 
Eyes are concealed under the fine hairs on the face.

Species Ecology
The Nepal Myotis is found in a wide variety of arid or 
mountainous habitats, including forest, shrubland 
and grassland areas. It roosts in buildings, rocks, 
caves and old mines. 

The species reproduces once a year, giving birth to  
a single young.

Conservation Status
Global: Least concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species has been 
recorded from a number of sites and is considered 
common.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973).

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 

status of this species in Nepal.

National Distribution
This species occurs in Kathmandu (Godavari, 
Lalitpur), Tanahun and Pokhara (Kaski).

Distribution outside Nepal
Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, China, Georgia, 
India, Islamic Republic of Iran, Kazakhstan,  
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan,  
Uzbekistan.

Main Threats
Unknown.



174) Myotis siligorensis (Horsfield, 1855)

Common Names
Himalayan Whiskered Bat (English); Sana Daate 
Chamero (Nepali)

Synonyms
Vespertilio darjilingensis, Vespertilio siligorensis 
(Horsfield, 1855) 
 
Species Description
Pelage colour is uniform dark brown. The hairs 
on the ventral surface have dark brown roots and 
pale brown tips. The muzzle is pointed with a well 
developed fringe of fine hairs on the upper lip. The 
interfemoral and wing membranes are uniform 
brown and the wings are attached to the base of the 
phalanx of the outer metatarsal of each foot.

Species Ecology
The Himalayan Whiskered Bat can be found in 
the montane forests of  Himalayas and has been 
observed foraging near human dwellings. This 
species is insectivorous. 

Little is known about the reproductive behaviour of 
this species.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of a wide distribution,  
presumed large population, lack of any major 
threats and occurrence within a number of  
protected areas.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within a protected area.

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal, however it is considered 
widespread and common.

National Distribution
Kathmandu valley, including the Shivapuri Nagarjun 
National Park.  

Distribution outside Nepal
Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR,  
Malaysia, Myanmar, Viet Nam.

Main Threats
•	 Human disturbance.

References
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Bates and Harrison 1997, Molur et al. 2002.
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175) Pipistrellus coromandra (Gray, 1838)

Common Names
Coromandel Pipistrelle (English); Buchche Chamero 
(Nepali)

Synonyms 
Sctophilus coromandra (Gray, 1838); Vespertilio  
coromandelicus (Blyth, 1851); Myotis parvipes (Blyth, 
1853); Vesperugo blythii (Wagner, 1855); Vesperugo 
nicobaricus (Fitzinger, 1861); Scotophilus  
coromandelianus (Blyth, 1863); Pipistrellus  
coromandra ssp. afghanus (Gaisler, 1870); Vesperugo 
micropus (Peters, 1872)

Species Description
A small brown bat with dorsal pelage of chocolate or 
chestnut brown. Ventral pelage is distinctly paler in 
colour being a light beige. It’s face and muzzle  
are lightly haired with bare pink lips. Ears and 
membranes are dark brown. Ears are rounded at the 
tips.

Species Ecology
Coromandel Pipistrelle has mostly been recorded 
over streams, but the species is known to occur in 
varied habitat types from forested regions,  
agricultural landscapes to urban areas. The species 
roosts in trees, crevices of houses, tiles of huts, old 
buildings, temples and under bark. It hunts on flies, 
ants and other small insects. 

This species has three breeding seasons per year 
and produce two young.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of a wide distribution and 
assumed large population. 
 

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal, however, it is  
considered to be common.

National Distribution
This species occurs within Annapurna Conservation 
Area, Bardia National Park, Chitwan National Park, 
Makalu Barun National Park, Parsa Wildlife Reserve  
and districts of Ilam and Kathmandu.

Distribution outside Nepal
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, 
India, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,  
Viet Nam.

Main Threats
Unknown.

References 
Suwal and Verheugt 1995, Bates and Harrison 1997, Myers et al. 2000, Baral and Shah 2008, Csorba et al. 
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176) Pipistrellus javanicus (Gray, 1838)

Common Names
Javan Pipistrelle (English); Himali Chamero (Nepali)

Synonyms 
Scotophilus javanicus (Gray, 1838); Pipistrellus 
camortae (Miller, 1902); Pipistrellus babu (Thomas, 
1915); Pipistrellus peguensis (Sinha, 1969)

Species Description
The dorsal pelage has dark brown roots with lighter 
coloured brown tips. Ventral pelage is also darker at 
the root but tips more buffy brown. Pelage is short 
and dense. Ears are black in colour with rounded tips 
and broad.

Species Ecology
The Javan Pipistrelle is found in varied habitats from 
primary and secondary forested regions, agricultural 
landscapes and urban areas. The species roosts in 
trees, crevices and cracks in walls and ceilings of 
houses, tiles of huts, old buildings, temples and 
under bark. It feeds on flies, ants and other small 
insects. 

This species has three breeding seasons producing 
two young.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of its wide distribution, 
presumed large population, occurrence in a number 
of protected areas and because it is unlikely to be 
declining fast enough to qualify for listing in a more 
threatened category.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size
There is no detailed information available on the 

population size of this species in Nepal, however the 
species is considered widely distributed, common 
and the population seems stable and doing well.

National Distribution
This species occurs in Annapurna Conservation Area, 
Chitwan National Park, Langtang National Park, 
Makalu Barun National Park, Shivapuri Nagarjun 
National Park and the districts of Kathmandu 
(Bouzini, Godavari, Kakani, Nagarkot), Rasuwa, Kaski 
(Sudame, Banthanti).

Distribution outside Nepal
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam,  
Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR,  
Malaysia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Philippines,  
Singapore, Thailand, Viet Nam.

Main Threats
•	 Disturbance to roosting sites.
•	 Habitat loss.
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177) Pipistrellus tenuis (Temminck, 1840)

Common Names
Least Pipistrelle (English); Sano Chamero (Nepali)

Synonyms 
Vespertilio tenuis (Temminck, 1840); Pipistrellus 
mimus, Pipistrellus mimus ssp. mimus  (Wroughton, 
1899); Pipistrellus mimus ssp. glaucillus (Wroughton, 
1912); Pipistrellus principulus, Pipistrellus mimus ssp. 
principulus (Thomas, 1915) 

Species Description
Pelage  is short and dense with dark brown roots 
and lighter brown tips. Face and muzzle are  hairless 
and dark brown-black in colour, apart from lighter 
coloured pinkish lips.  

Species Ecology
Least Pipistrelle occurs in crevices in buildings and 
rocks and wooden structures. This is an  
insectivorous species. 

Little is known about the reproductive behaviour of 
this species.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern as although there is a relatively small 
distribution, the population is not observed to be 
undergoing significant decline that would qualify 
this species for a more threatened category.

Legal status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size 
There is no information available on the  population 

size of this species in Nepal,  however in South Asia 
this species is widely distributed and common, and 
the population  is stable and seems to be doing well. 

National Distribution 
This species occurs within the protected areas of 
Bardia National Park, Chitwan National Park and 
districts of Banke, Bara and Palpa.

Distribution outside Nepal 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Christ-
mas Island, Cocos Islands, India,  Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, Timor-Leste, Viet Nam. 

Main Threats 
Unknown. 



178) Pteropus giganteus (Brünnich, 1782)

Common Names
Indian Flying Fox (English); Raj Chamero (Nepali)

Synonyms 
Vespertilio gigantean (Brunnich, 1782); Pteropus 
medius (Temminck, 1825); Pteropus edwardsi  
(I. Geoffroy, 1828); Pteropus leucocephalus (Hodgson, 
1835); Pteropus assamensis (McClelland, 1839); 
Pteropus ruvicollis (Ogilby, 1840); Pteropus kelaarti 
(Gray, 1871); Pteropus ariel (Allen, 1908)  

Species Description
This is the largest and most well-known of the 
Nepalese bats. Pelage is chestnut-brown, tan or 
orange with paler cream-beige ventral pelage. Face 
and muzzle are black and hairless. Eyes are large 
an dark brown. Ears are small, rounded and black. 
Wings are large and black.

Species Ecology
Indian Flying Fox roosts in large colonies on large 
trees in rural and urban areas, close to agricultural 
fields, ponds and by the side of roads. 

A single young is born between April to early June. 
Colonies usually have a permanent roost with one 
or two temporary roosts to which individuals shift 
depending on season.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of its wide distribution, 
presumed large population, occurrence within 
protected areas, tolerance of habitat modification 
and and because it is unlikely to be declining fast 
enough to qualify for a threatened category.

Legal Status
All Pteropus species are listed under CITES Appendix 
II. National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973).

National Population Size
This species is currently considered common and 
widespread throughout its range. A colony of 5,000 
individuals was recorded at Kerkha, which is the 

largest colony recorded of this species in Nepal. 
However, the overall population in Nepal is thought 
to have experienced decline over the past five years. 
For example, in the Palpa District, an entire colony 
of this species  disappeared 10 years ago from Argali 
VDC. Additionally, Madan Pokhara Valley and Tansen 
Municipality have experienced dramatic declines 
and research in Kathmandu Valley also indicates 
declines in local populations.

National Distribution
This species is widely distributed across most of 
Nepal, including Kathmandu Valley, Kerkha, Jhapa 
(Taaghandubba), Saptari, Itahari and Prakashpur 
in Sunsari and Biratnagar in the eastern lowlands, 
Kaski, Dang, Taulihawa (Kapilvastu District) and 
Palpa District. 

Distribution outside Nepal
Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, Maldives,  
Myanmar, Pakistan, Sri Lanka.

Main Threats
Unknown.
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size of this species in Nepal. However it is considered 
a highly adaptable and common species. 

National Distribution
Annapurna Conservation Area and districts of 
Chitwan, Dolakha, Kaski, Kathmandu (Nagarjun cave 
within Shivapuri Nagarjun National Park, Godavari 
and Pharping), Palpa, Syangja, Tanahun and  
Taplejung. 

Distribution outside Nepal
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, 
India Indonesia , Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Singapore, Thailand, Viet Nam.

Main Threats
Unknown.

179) Rhinolophus affinis (Horsfield, 1823)

Common Names
Intermediate Horseshoe Bat (English); Majhaula 
Ghodnale Chamero (Nepali)

Synonyms 
Rhinolophus andamanensis (Dobson, 1872)  

Species Description
The pelage is variable in colour ranging from 
buff-brown to a distinctive orange colour, although 
females appear to be darker. This species has short 
ears and the nose-leaf is essentially similar in all 
characteristics to that of R. ferrumequinum although 
the horseshoe is relatively broader. 

Species Ecology
The Intermediate Horseshoe Bat roosts in caves, and 
is also found in orchards, degraded habitats and 
agriculture areas. 

Little is known about the foraging behaviour and 
breeding of this species. 

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is considered 
Least Concern in view of a wide distribution,  
assumed large population. This species also tolerates 
secondary habitats and is unlikely to be declining at 
a rate to qualify for a threatened category. 

Legal Status 
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.
 
National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
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180) Rhinolophus ferrumequinum
 (Schreber, 1774)

Common Names
Greater Horseshoe Bat (English); Thulo Ghodnale 
Chamero (Nepali)

Synonyms
Vespertilio ferrum-equinum (Shreber, 1774);  
Rhinolophus tragatus (Hodgson, 1835); Rhinolophus 
brevitarsus (Blyth, 1863); Rhinolophus  
ferrum-equinum proximus, Rhinolophus  
ferrum-equinum regulus (Andersen, 1905)

Species Description
A medium-sized bat with large ears and a dense, 
grey-brown pelage. Sella is narrow, pointed lancet 
with concave sides. It can be told apart from the 
Intermediate and Rufous Horseshoe Bats only by  
the length of the third metacarpal.

Species Ecology
The Greater Horseshoe Bat is found in montane 
forests among the mountains and valleys of the 
Himalaya. The main diet consists of small insects, 
lacewings, small moths, spiders and grasshoppers. 

This species breeds during March to May, and after a 
gestation period of 72 days a single young is born.

Conservation Status
Global: Least Concern
National: Least Concern
Rationale for assessment: This species is listed as 
Least Concern in view of a widespread, abundant 
and stable population.

Legal Status
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2029 
(1973). This species occurs within protected areas.

National Population Size
There is no information available on the population 
size of this species in Nepal.

National Distribution
Annapurna Conservation Area (Kaski) and extending 
eastward through Langtang National Park (Syabru), 
Kathmandu (Nagarjuna Cave in Shivapuri Nagarjun 
National Park and Chobhar), Ramechhap and 
Sankhuwasabha (Num). 

Distribution outside Nepal
Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Armenia, 
Austria, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, China, Croatia, Cyprus, 
Czech Republic, France, Georgia, Germany, Gibraltar, 
Greece, Hungary, India, Islamic Republic of Iran,  
Iraq, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan,  
Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea, Republic  
of Korea, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Liechtenstein, 
Luxembourg, Macedonia, Moldova, Monaco, 
Montenegro, Morocco, Pakistan, Palestinian Territory 
Occupied, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russian  
Federation, San Marino, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Tajikistan, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, 
Ukraine, United Kingdom, Uzbekistan.

Main Threats
•	 Habitat fragmentation and loss.
•	 Increasing use of pesticides in agriculture lands 

resulting in declining food source.




